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Two students Graduate Early from
the UN and Foreign Affairs Studies rogﬂa

m and Proceed to Graduate Cours

and Foreign Affairs Studies — Yushi Okudaira and Kiho Horimoto

Embodiment of the scheme for integrated
from high school through to graduate school

ation of the UN and forei

|
Progress report on the concept of a gateway to the UN and otheLi?lemaFanaL?:ganiiation?
|

affairs studies
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UN and Other International Organiza-
- T
Global University (TGU) project, a
total of 14 students have completed the
Graduate Course in UN and For?ign
Affairs StLLdies since it was Established
in April 2017 - five in AY2018 and
nine in AY2019. ‘
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Yushi graduated from Kwansei Gakuin Senior High School
in March 2017. In April 2017, he enrolled in the School of
International Studies of KGU. After completing Undergradu-
ate Course in UN and Foreign Affairs Program in March
2020, he graduated early from his undergraduate degree.

From this April, Yushi will enroll in the International Management Course of KGU’s Institute
of Business and Accounting, where he will study in the Global Public Management Program
(conducted jointly with the Graduate Course in UN and Foreign Affairs Studies), a course
for students who aspire to become professionals in the management of international public-

sector organizations.
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Studies Program will proceed to the
Graduate Course in UN and Foreign
Affairs Studies, after having gradu-
ated early from the undergraduate
course. These students will embody
the scheme for integrated education
from high school through to gradu-
ate school that was envisaged by the
project.

~This TGU Progress Report fea-

tures interviews with these two early
raduates, Yushi Okudaira and Kiho

When you look back at what you
ave learned over the six years

tematically established an integrated
education scheme that begins with
high school-university collabora-
til)n and goes through to graduate
~school and career support, with the

ajm of perucinngrofessionals such
as future ‘diplom ts and staff of the

United Nations and other international
organizations, et

Comprehensive Program to Foster Future Professionals such as Future Diplomats and Staff of
the United Nations and Other International Organizations, etc.
Completion of integrated scheme from high school-university collaboration through university and graduate school and after graduation
c Career support in collaboration with Career Center for International Organizations,
areer Recruitment Center for International Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, etc.
. *
ESE g | haunched in Graduate Course in UN and Foreign Affairs Studies
1| |Master’s | apil2017 u u g u
E _‘é § Ilegree Learning in parallel with students’ primary fields of study at Taught by experienced lecturers | All subjects delivered in English;
E 2 é their affiliated graduate schools focus on practi i i ips are y
§ge Newl! lled students i - - .
582 et Undergraduate Course in UN and Foreign Affairs Program
£11=| | Bachelor's
2= | Level
SE: s
£2% sion based on the ion of UNHCR(si
2 g E- Japan Training Center for UN Youth with UNDP and UNFPA(2016,2017)
Bt ¢
Es ‘% High Make students conscious of the field at an early stage with integrated education, high school-university
SIEE| | School, | collaboration, and admission reform
; = g ete. KG high schools (Kwansei Gakuin Senior High School (WWLC hub school), Senri International School (SGH)) Non-KG WWL/SGH schools, etc.
Z5s Rkashi School for Future Global Leaders
Summer Incentive Seminar with Dr. Yasushi Akashi, Visiting Professor of SGU as Principal. High School students nationwide participate.

2020, seven years after the concept
development stage in 2014, two of the

undergraduate UN and Foreign Affairs

. In the spring of

inaugural cohort of 21 studentsin the

-

jom high school until now, as you
re about to start graduate school,
what did you find most beneficial,
what did you learn, and what gives

~youa sense of your own growth?

)

Yushi Okudaira

“What is so wonderful about Yushi
is that he always says yes and is happy
to take on any challenge.” This is the
evaluation that my boss at Universiti
Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR, Ma-
laysia), the university I was dispatched
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through KGU 'International Student
Volunteer Program’ gave me.When I
heard that, it convinced me that my
approach toward learning had been
the right one.

In 2014, Kwansei Gakuin Senior
High School was designated as a Super
Global High School(*), and I partici-
pated in a one-week fieldwork program
in Cambodia. What struck me there
was my overwhelming ignorance. The
foundations of people’s livelihoods
that had been completely destroyed
under the Pol Pot regime, the atroci-
ties of human trafficking, children
being too poor to go to school and
having to make a living by begging. ..
all of these things were happening
“now,” but were not being reported
by the media at all. From that point
on, I resolved to no longer wait for
information to come for me, but to
actively go and seek it out for myself.
To that end, I have been active in many
communities, such as the UN and
Foreign Affairs Study Program. In
particular, in an international social
contribution program in Malaysia,
I established personal relationships
from scratch and was able to com-

HBAE L (Fboe =F) A

BT I T EER S S 1SRN 201 648 8IC[RIFE
BRERHREAR)(CS.201 7438 ICAKEE, BE
AB(CAZHRATELHICER L. PHAFTHEE - Sz
TO55 L) BERE. 2020438 [CRMEEL. 4B &
DARFABERIARBHIESR U KEMal S EE - 432
J—2 JEERR.

Kiho participated in KGU Akashi School for Future Global

¥ i 1 Leaders in August 20186, while still a high school student at

Kiho Horimo

0
v

Kwansei Gakuin Senri International School. She graduated
from the International School in March 2017. In April 2017,
she enrolled in the School of Policy Studies of KGU and

started studying in Undergraduate Course in UN and Foreign Affairs Program. Graduating
early in March 2020, she will proceed to the Graduate School of Policy Studies in April and
start studying in the Graduate Course in UN and Foreign Affairs Studies.
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municate Japan’s culture and history
accurately. That was something that
was very significant for me.

In graduate school, I plan to focus
on business and human rights, and
I hope to work as an intern at the
International Labour Organization
(TLO). After graduation, T want to
become a diplomat so I can help to
protect Japan’s national interest, while
also contributing to world peace and
sustainable development.

Kiho Horimoto

When T participated in SGH(*)
fieldwork at Kwansei Gakuin Senri
International School, I realized how
interesting it is to learn about inter-
national cooperation. That sparked
my interest in the field, so I took
part in the KGU Akashi School for
Future Global Leaders. In the group-
work activities, I encountered other
high school students who were able
to discuss issues logically and who
had a strong interest in international
cooperation, which gave me a strong
push to work harder myself. Through
the UN and Foreign Affairs Studies
Program, in the course of acquiring
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knowledge about international coop-
eration and developing my discussion
and problem-solving skills, I naturally
acquired a feel for using English in my
studies. I was able to grow in terms of
my personal relationships as well as
on the academic side. I was also able
to build relationships of trust with
other students in the program, and
those relationships have now become
a great support for me in my life at
university.

Going forward, taking advantage
of the United Nations and Foreign
Affairs Studies course at Graduate
School, I hope to develop my skills
further, particularly in the English
language and in negotiation, which
will be useful in the real world of
international cooperation. In the
future, after working as an intern in
international organizations or for a
private company that is striving to-
ward the Sustainable Development
Goals, I hope to gain employment
in an international organization that
specializes in spontaneous regional
development.

* SGH...Super Global High School Program run by

the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology (MEXT)




