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A History of the Preparation of the Westminster
Catechisms (1)

ABSTRACT

The Westminster Shorter Catechism is one of the most famous and widely used

catechisms that has ever been produced in the tradition of the Protestant Church. It

is fairly well known that this catechism, together with other documents, was com-
posed by the Westminster Assembly of Divines held in the midst of the English Revo-

lution. However, under what circumstances it was taken up, and how it was pre-

pared and reached its final form are not generally known, nor properly researched as

yet. So in this paper I have tried to investigate the process of its preparation in more

detail and more exactly than hitherto has been done.

The first step towards its preparation may be said to have been taken when the

committee to draw up a directory for public worship was going to draft a directory

for catechising as a part of its work. Some scholars, however, want to distinguish

this intended directory for catechising from the catechism itself. Among other things,

I have tried to prove that this directory was one with the catechism, and the prepar-

ing of the catechism was a long, consistent process of work from its beginning to the

final formulation of the two catechisms.

Key Words: Westminster Assembly, Directory for catechising, Catechism



