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Community Activities and Roles of

Self-government Associations

ABSTRACT

Regional societies faces a crisis due to rapid industrialization and urbanization af-

ter 1955 in Japan. However, traditional self-government associations could not deal

with those phenomena appropriately. Because of these circumstances, the formation

of communities began to be advocated in Japan around 1970, as a trial which was to

deny conventional self-government associations. This movement was propelled at the

nation’s local government levels. What they tried through this movement was to de-

mocratize regional societies, increase people’s socialization, serve local residents’ vari-

ous demands, and revitalize regional societies. Among the variety of concrete commu-

nity activities, the neighborhood associations have been particularly important. In

this paper, such community activities and roles of self-government associations will

be studied.
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