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ABSTRACT

This paper examines A.W.Gouldner’s theory of the New Class, focusing on his dis-
cussions of rise of technical intelligentsia in advanced industrial societies. In so do-
ing, it tries to integrate Gouldner’s early, well-known works on bureaucracy and or-
ganizational analysis with his later, less well-known works on the sociology of intel-
lectuals and the new class. The paper is organized around the four “models” of the
sociological position of the technical intelligentsia within the business corporations,
state bureaucracy and the society at large. These “models” are derived from the care-
ful readings of Gouldner’s major works such as Patterns of Industrial Bureaucracy
(1954), The Dialectic of Ideology and Technology (1976) and The Future of Intellectu-
als and the Rise of the New Class (1979). It is hoped that the paper shows a promis-
ing line of empirical investigation into the transformation of the social position of the
intellectuals and intelligenstia in the contemporary advanced industrial-information

societies.



