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Japanese Anthropologists in Colonial Taiwan

ABSTRACT

In colonial Taiwan, many Japanese anthropologists in the Department of An-
thropology of the Taihoku Imperial University carried out field research among the
aboriginal peoples. They focused their attention on themes concerning ethno-history
as well as kinship, rituals and oral traditions from the structural-functional point of
view introduced from the Western world. Generally speaking, they were indifferent
to the colonial politics of the Taiwan colonial government that promoted assimilation
policies towards aborigines. The colonial government in Taiwan had recognized them
as “savages without sovereignty” from the first period of colonization until 1945.
While many anthropologists in Taiwan did not follow the colonial policies, at the
sametime, they did not deny the concept of “savages without sovereignty”; Japanese
anthropologists did not conduct research on land rights of aborigines at all. Studies
of Japanese anthropologists in colonized Taiwan were characterized by a non-
political attitude towards the colonial government, and their attitude put them in an
odd position, just like dwellers in the Paradise of Eden, of not being subject to inter-

ference from the government.

Key words : Taiwan, anthropology, aborigines, colonialiam



