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Cultural Influence on Perception of
Self and Communication :
Acquiring Sociolinguistic Competence
in a Foreign Language

ABSTRACT

Studies on cultural learning and language acquisition have claimed that cultural
learning and language learning are indispensable to each other. The purpose of this
paper is to explore the self-reports of students of English as a foreign language on
two levels. The first, is based on assessments of foreign language experience and cul-
tural impact of language on self-perception. The second, is a self report on personal
attributes that students feel affect their communicative style and the impact this has
on preference of one language over the other. This preliminary study is designed in
preparation for subsequent studies on inter-cultural communication and acquisition
process of sociolinguistic competence in a foreign language, delineating issues that

are specifically pertinent to Japanese learners of English.
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