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Les Pensées de Pascal -What is Les Pensées?

ABSTRACT

To study Les Pensées, it is necessary to define the text of Les Pensées objectively. If not,
we will risk distorting our research in the effort to establish the text.

When Blaise Pascal died, about fifty piles of manuscripts were left. His family and friends
thought the piles of manuscripts were not in any order, but were in a state of confusion. Today,
we know about three important texts which emerged from the manuscripts: (1) Collection of
Autograph, (2) First Copy, and (3) Second Copy. Collection of Autograph is composed
of big papers on which fragments are cut and pasted. First Copy was made just after
Pascal’s death. Those fifty piles of manuscripts were very carefully and faithfully
copied, just as they were found. Later, this Copy gave us the classification for the
twenty-seven piles that show us the chapters of the Apology, and the order for con-
siderable numbers of the fragments. Second Copy, which was a copy with other frag-
ments, helps us to comprehend the plan of Les Pensées.

Entretiens sur Epictéte and Montaigne avec M. de Sacy shows the direction of Apolo-

gy and the fragment <Infini-Rien> (L. 418) tells us the charater of Apology.

Key word : Pascal, Les Pensées, Le First plan of the Apology



