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THE TENDENCY OF CHINESE SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH
TOWARDS THE 21st CENTURY

A Glance at Chinese Sociology in Period of Accelerating Social Transformation

by Professor ZHENG Hangsheng

ABSTRACT

The article first of all introduces the program named “Status Quo and Tendencies
of Sociology Research in China” conducted by the China Sociologist Circle from
October, 1994 to October, 1995. The program demonstrates what Chinese sociolo-
gists did before and what they will do in the future towards the 21st century. In
doing so they follow the principle below: To search for truth from social reality of
China, digging essence from Chinese tradition, absorbing something useful from
foreign countries, and thus creating our own characteristics from all those.

The article next explains both Theory 'on Social Transformation and Theory on
Social Operation put forward by the author as two of the theoretical generalizations
for the huge and rapid social changes in Chinese society; and further analyzes social
structures as the core of social transformation and social operation, exemplifying the
pattern of interests and the gap between the poor and the rich.

The article at last discusses four tendencies of Chinese sociological research
towards the 21st century, that is, nationalization, internationalization, synthesis, and
maturation.
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