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Political Stratification and Economic Stratification in China

ABSTRACT

The overall stratification in China may well be regarded as being divided into two

types of social stratification; political stratification and economic stratification. This

duality is an important characteristic of Chinese society. Before the Economic

Reform, the political stratification was overwhelming; the extent of political inequal-

ity was higher, while the extent of economic inequality was lower. There even

existed political discrimination. Since the Reform and Open-Door Policy, the politi-

cal inequality has decreased remarkably. Furthermore, since the new policy of

Reform and Open-Door was inaugurated in China, the structural change of the

society has occurred not only in regard to gaps within political stratification. The

reduction of disparity within political stratification has led to the increase of dispar-

ity within economic stratification.

The writer presentsd a theory of market transition which challenges the inverse

“U” shaped theory of economic development. If there were an equalization effect of

market transition in China, it was on the level of a political stratification, not on the

level of economic stratification.
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