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Activities of Local Fire-Fighting Teams and the Great
Hanshin Earthquake: The Case of Kobe City

Abstract

As the fire-fighting system of Kobe City was increasingly developed, the necessity
of local fire-fighting teams became questionable. Then, in 1961, the goverment of
Kobe City drastically reduced the number of local fire-fighting teams and abolished
the possession of pumps by these neighbourhood teams in the central areas of the
city—from Higashinada Ward to Tarumi Word. The remaining fire-fighting teams
were then expected to engage in auxiliary work of the fire department in case of fire.
However, what was ironic was that many fires broke out in these urban areas and
these fires grew into large ones in the Great Hanshin Earthquake in 1995. Examining
what happened during and after this quake, the goverment decided to reinstitute
both the fire-fighting teams and their pumps in the urban neighbourhoods of the
city to provide quick, effective response to the outbreak of fires.

Key Words: Great Earthquake Disaster, Local Fire-Fighting Teams,
City Fire-Fighting Teams



