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Blondie : Americanization in Japan
after the second World War

ABSTRACT

The serial comic strip Blondie appeared in Asahi shinbun from January 1, 1949 to
April 15, 1951. Chic Young, the cartoonist who created Blondie, depicted the life of
a typical American middle-class family. Those Japanese critics interested in Blondie
at that time analyzed Blondie, saying that it shows the life of the pitiful working class
family. General readers in Japan, however, seem to have got the impression that it
depicted the life of a rich and democratic family with plenty of household electrical
appliances.

I think their ‘misperception’ reflected their underlying consciousness in those days.
On this assumption, I have classified the stage settings and the contents of Blondie
and taken statistics on them. The results show that the items of household electric
appliances were considerably over-represented in the mind of general readers. I go
on to examine the concept of ‘Americanization’ that has occurred during the post-
war Japan by exploring the mechanism which led to this type of bias or

‘misperception’.

Key words : Blondie, bias , Americanization
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