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MODERNIZATION AND POSTMODERNIZATION:
THE CHANGING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
CULTURAL CHANGE AND POLITICAL CHANGE

ABSTRACT

This paper presents a revised version of modernization theory, arguing that
economic development, cultural change and political change are linked in coherent
and even, to some extent, predictable patterns. But modernization is not linear. We
argue that a change in the prevailing direction of development has taken place in
the last quarter century, and that this change in the nature of change is so
distinctive that, rather than continuing to use the term “modernization,” one might
speak of “postmodernization.” To test these hypotheses, we analyze the 1990-1991
World Values Survey, drawn from 40 nations throughout the world, representing
almost 70 per cent of the world’s population and covering the full range of
economic and political variation. We find that coherent cultural patterns exist, and
that they are linked with economic and technological development. The familiar
modernization syndrome tends to have foreseeable consequences such as
increasing mass mobilization and a shift from Traditional to Bureaucratic-State
(Secular-Rational or Rational-Legal) values; this can lead to either democratic or
authoritarian regimes. Similarly, the emergence of advanced industrial society
gives rise to a Postmodernization process linked with a shift from Scarcity
(Survival) values to Security (Well-Being) values, in which a variety of attributes,
from equal rights for women to democratic political institutions, become

increasingly likely.

Key Words : modernization, postmodernization, post-materialist value



