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The History of the French Reformed Church under the Persecutions (1)

—From the Edict of Nantes to the Revocation—

ABSTRACT

After the battles against the Catholic Church, Henri de Navarre, protestant
leader and king of Navarre, converted to Catholicism, became King of France as
Henri IV, and endeavored to establish a system of co-existence between the
Catholic and Reformed Churches. He promulgated the Edict of Nantes in 1598
and made sincere and eager efforts to assure the religious liberty of Protestants.
After the unfortunate assassination of the King in 1610, persecutions steadily
intensified under the reign of Louis XIII, and during Marie Medicis, Cardinal
Richelieu and Mazarin’s control of power. Finally, Louis XIV, with the desire for
only one religion in his kingdom, the Catholic Church, retracted the Edict of
Nantes, banished some Protestants to foreign countries, and forced others to
convert to Catholicism. After this revocation of the Edict, the King thought that
Protestants did not exist any longer in his kingdom, but not a few Protestants
maintained their service to God in secret assemblies. Unique and surprising

religious resistantces developped from these gatherings.

Key Words : Two confessions of the faith, protestantism, catholicism



