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Study of the Support and Perceptions of the Elderly in China (1)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the support and perceptions of the
elderly aged 60 years and older in China. Three hundred and eleven subjects were
obtained from an urban and a rural areas, conducted in July-August, 1996.

The results showed that; 1) The elderly living with their children were
approximately 70%. 2) Most of older people obtained various kinds of support
from their children. One of factors which influence the living arrangements of the
elderly is attitude regarding living arrangenments. 3) Nearly 75% of those aged 60
and above responded that “it is good to reside with children”. In China, we still
have preference for living with and being supported by adult children as an ideal
for elderly support. 4) Social services for older persons in China still are inmature
so that small amount of the elderly received them. 5) At the present stage of
development, one of the main stress should be placed on expanding traditional
forms of welfare services. 6) Finally, we would like to propose the importance of
“Kinstitutions”, which means a hybrid symbiotic kinships and institutional
relationships. The evidence we have described so far strongly suggested that most

of the support still is undertaken by family members.

Key Words : China, Elderly, Support



