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% 1 Part relative de la population du Québec,
Canada, 1851-1994
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% 2 Religious Affillation: Percentage of Total Population

(Source: derived from Statistics Canada, 1981 census)

Christian:

Catholic Protestant* Orthodox  Jewish

Canada 47.3 41.2 1.5 1.2
BC 19.8 54.7 0.9 0.5
Alla 27.7 56.0 2.2 0.5
Sask 32.4 58.3 2.4 0.2
Man 31.5 56.6 2.1 1.5
Ont 35.6 51.8 2.0 1.7
Qué 88.2 6.4 1.2 1.6
NB 53.9 42.9 0.1 0.1
NS 37.0 58.0 0.3 0.2
PEI 46.6 50.5 *k 0.1
Nfld 36.3 62.6 o **
NWT 40.3 52.0 0.4 *
YT 24.2 53.3 0.1 0.1

*Includes Anglicans
** Below 0.05% of region’s population

No
Islamic Hindu Sikh Buddhist Religion

0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 7.3
0.5 0.3 1.5 0.4 20.5
0.8 0.3 0.3 0.3 11.5
0.1 0.1 ok 0.1 6.2
0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 7.3
0.6 0.5 0.2 0.2 7.1
0.2 0.1 *x 0.2 2.1
. 0.1 . . 2.8
0.1 0.1 *k 0.1 4.0
0.1 0.1 *x *x 2.6
ok 0.1 . . 1.0
. o .. . 6.4
*x o 0.2 0.3 19.5

1) Hamelin, J. and Nicole Gagnon, Histoire du catholicisme québécois. Tome 1. Boréal Express, 1984:41-49.
2) The Canadian Encyclopedia, Vol. 1, Edmonton: Hurting Publishers, 1985 : 304.
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remote from their forebears, they missed
out on the enlightenment in Europe, took
refuge in an isolated culture and left busi-
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3) The Economzst June 29 1991 3 17
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Another major change in Québec society
over this period was the rapid decline in
the influence of the Roman Catholic
Church which, since the failure of the
Parti des Patriotes in 1838, had been the
dominant force in society. The Church’s
power seemed to collapse almost without
resistance, apart from the opposition to
the educational reforms led by the Associ-
ations de Parents Catholiques and the
Berets Blancs, a uniformed youth organisa-
tion. The Church itself was at a cross-
roads, and therefore found difficulty in
reacting to the explosion of new secular
forces. The Cardinals of Montréal and
Québec were heavily engaged in the
Second Vatican Council of 1960-5, and
many Québec Catholics were attracted by
the reform movement within the Church.
The chairman of the Royal Commission
on Education — so strenuously opposed by
the Church — was a Catholic priest (Mgr
Parent). The Church was forced to recog-
nise that Québec society had become ‘plu-
ralist and secularised’, and in the resulting
confusion it could no longer exercise
moral leadership. The Papal Encyclical on
contraception, Humanae Vitae(1969), was
also a strong factor in undermining Catho-
lic influence. As a result, the proportion of
Catholics actively practising their religion
fell from 60 to 30% between 1960 and

4) Fitzmaurice, J. 1985. Quebec and Canada: past, present and future. N. Y.: St. Martin’s Press: 55.
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1970, and for those under twenty-four it

fell to 12%. Many hundreds of priests left

the Church and vocations slumped. The

Church thus had an ageing membership.

(Fitzmaurice, J. op. cit; 59-60)
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#% 3 Rates of Marriage, Divorce, Birth, Death and Natural
Increase by Province, 1941-1974

Marriage Rates

(per 1,000 population)

Year Nfid. PEI NS | NB. Que  Ont | Man. Sask.| Alta. BC. |Canada
| 1 i
1941 8.7, 7.0 1.4 108 9.8, 1.4 1.4 7.9 10.6 11.9 10.6
1951 70!59}79185188 9.8 9.5 8.2 9.9 9.7 9.2
1961 7.2 6.0 7.2 7.5 68 7.0 7.0 66 1.9 67 7.0
1970 | 9.0 8.6, 87 9.7 82 9.0 9.2 84 96 93 8.9
1974 7.9 85 87 9.2 84 9.0 9.1 88 97 9.1 89
Divorce Rates
(per 1,000 population)
4 - L1 118 19.0] 14 | %0 332 16.3 ) 39.1 745 21.4
1951 11 10.2 29.10 30.2 7.0 45.9 465 272 627 114.9 31.6
{ i 1 | i
1961 1.3 7.6 33.2) 324 6.6 439 339 27.1 78.0 8.8 36.0
| ! B
1971 28.7 545 914 76.1 86.3 158.5 140.1 88.1 224.6 225.5 137.6
1974 | 55.5| 82.3 195.6 114.1|200.1 188.7  177.6 114.6 288.6 285.6 200.6
i 1 ! | i
Birth Rates
(per 1,000 population)
' | : : | | i
1941 273 21.6 241 26.8 26.8 19.1 20.3 20.6 21.7 18.4 22.4
1951 | 325 27.1 26.6 31.2 20.8 25.0 25.7 26.1 28.8 241 271.2
1961 341 27.1 263 27.7 26.1 25.3 25.3 2.9 29.2 23.7 26.1
1971 | 24.5 ‘ 18.8 18.1] 19.2 14.8 16.9 182 7.3 18.8 16.0 16.8
1974 | 189 16.6 | 15.9| 97.3 14.0 153 I7.1 16.7 174 148 15.4

*Adapted from Vital Statistics, 1974. Preliminary Annual Report, Catalogue 84 201.

Ottawa: Statistics Canada, 1976.
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# 4 Selected Measures' of Mortality and Fertility:
Canada, 1921-1981

(Source: Statistics Canada, Vital Statistics,
1977 and 1981)

Crude Infant

Crude Gross

Year Death  Mortality  Birth  Reproduction
Rate Rate Rate Rate
1921 10.6 88.1 29.3 1.712
1931 10.1 84.7 23.2 1.555
1941 10.0 59.7 22.4 1.377
1946 9.4 46.7 27.2 1.640
1951 9.0 38.5 27.2 1.701
1956 8.2 31.9 28.0 1.874
1961 7.7 27.2 26.1 1.868
1966 7.5 23.1 19.4 1.369
1971 7.3 17.5 16.8 1.060
1976 7.3 13.5 15.7 0.887
1981 7.0 9.6 15.3 0.829

'Sclected measures of mortality and fertility:

Crude Death Rate: The number of dcaths per 1000
population in a given ycar

Infant Mortality Rate: The number of deaths to Infants
under I year of age per 1000 live births in a given year
Crude Birth Rate: The number of live births per 1000
population in a given year

Gross  Reproduction Rate: The average number of
daughters that would be born to a woman during her
lifetime if she passed through her child-bearing years
conforming to the age-specific fertility rates of a given
year

% 5 Selected Population Characteristics:
Canada, 1901-1981
(Source: Statistics Canada, 1971 and 1981
Censuses of Canada; and Dominion Bureau of
Statistics, Censuses of Canada, 1901 to 1961)

Males  Average Percent Percent

Percent
Year per 100 (Median) under 15 65 Years  Population
Females — Age Years and over Foreign-born
1901 105 22.7 34.6 5.0 13.0
1911 113 23.8 33.1 4.5 22.0
1921 106 23.9 34.5 4.7 22.3
1931 107 24.7 31.7 5.5 22.2
1941 105 27.0 27.8 6.7 17.5
1951 102 27.8 30.4 7.7 14.7
1961 102 26.5 34.0 7.6 15.6
1971 100 26.4 29.5 8.1 15.3
1981 98 29.6 22.5 9.8 16.1
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Indice synthétique de fécondité et descen-
dance des générations, Québec, 1950-1993
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1. La descendance est décalée de I'age moyen a la maternité.

Source :  Bureau de la statistique du Québec.
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% 7 Nombre de divorces et indice synthétique de
divortialité, Québec, 19691992

Annec Dlvorces Indlce synlhethue
n pour 100 mariages

1969 2,947 8.8
1970 4,865 14.0
1971 5,203 14.6
1972 6,426 17.5
1973 8,091 21.5
1974 12,272 32.1
1975 14,093 36.1
1976 15,186 37.8
1977 14,501 35.2
1978 14,865 35.1
1979 14,379 33.2
1980 13,899 31.7
1981 19,193 43.5
1982 18,579 40.8
1983 17,365 39.3
1984 16,845 37.9
1985 15,814 35.8
1986 19,026 43.5
1987 22,098 46.1
1988 20,340 47.8
1989 19,829 47.3
1990 20,474 49.6
1991 20,277 49.6
2

1992 19,695 49.

Sourccs . Statistique Canada.
Burecau de la statistique du Québec.

8) Llpset S. M Contmenlal Dwzde Routledgc 199()

9) op. cit.: 84-87.
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%8 Number and Percentage of Births out of
Wedlock, Québec, 1961-1988

I

Year Number % Year Number %

1961 5,138 3.7 1975 8,504 8.8
1962 5,429 3.9 1976 9,561 9.8
1963 5,882 4.3 1977 10,198 10.5
1964 6,227 4.7 1978 10,815 11.2
1965 6,481 5.2 1979 12,599 12.6
1966 6,620 5.9 1980 13,488 13.8
1967 7,043 6.7 1981 14,816 15.6
1968 7,405 7.4 1982 16,498 18.2
1969 7,676 7.7 1983 17,865 20.4
1970 7,671 8.2 1984 19,609 22.4
1971 7,671 8.2 1985 21,248 24.7
1972 6,751 7.7 1986 22,979 27.2
1973 6,771 7.6 1987 25,019 29.9
1974 7,009 7.6

1988 28,505 33.1

Sourcgi:mljouis76&50%6: Vl;raﬂsilualz:o;z d(f’m&gm[)hlqu?&u
Québec, Québec, Bureau de la statisique du
Québec and Les Publications du Québec, Editions
1988 and 1989.
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% 9-1 Nombre d'interruptions volontaires de gross-
esse, rapport pour 100 naissances vivantes
et indice synthétique, Québec, 1981-1993'

Année Interruptions Rapport pour Indice

volontaires de 100 naissances synthétique
grossesse’
n

1981 14,193 14.9 0.238
1982 15,385 17.0 0.259
1983 15.200 17.3 0.257
1984 16,004 18.3 0.272
1985 15,702 18.3 0.269
1986 15,971 18.9 0.275
1987 15,475 18.5 0.269
1988 17,068 19.8 0.301
1989 18,411 20.1 0.328
1990 22,219 22.7 0.399
1991 23,261 23.9 0.424
1992 24,619 25.6 0.453

3 0.486

1993 26,106 28.

1. Les séries plus longues sont présentées au tableau
417. en annexe.

2. Nombre d'interruptions volontaires de grossesse
pratiquées par lI'ensemble des médecins dans le cadre
de I'assurance-maladie (rémunération a l'acte). 1l s’agit
du role 1 seulement (intervention principale). Les
stérilisations avec avortement sont comprises depuis
1988 sous le code 6451 utilis¢é par les médecins
spécialistes.

Source : Régie de I'assurance-maladie du Québec.

% 9-2 Interruptions volontaires de grossesse pour
100 naissances, Québec, 1971-1993

Pour 100 naissances
30

S S e e B e e B i e S
1971 1975 1979 1983 1987 1991

Source:  Tableau 417
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%10 Religious Staff, Roman Catholic Church, in Number and Index (1966 =100),
Québec, 1966-1988

Priests Monks Nuns Total
Year N Index N Index N Index N Index
1966 8,758 100 4,851 100 34,571 100 48,180 100
1968 8,720 100 4,947 102 34,132 99 47,799 99
1969 8,903 102 4,489 93 34,969 101 48,361 100
1970 8,589 98 4,405 91 32,102 93 45,096 94
1973 8,183 93 3,861 80 20,676 89 42,720 89
1974 8,334 95 3,663 76 29,255 85 41,252 86
1976 8,149 93 3,677 76 29,471 85 41,297 86
1977 7,882 90 3,401 70 27,968 81 39,251 82
1978 7,481 85 3,640 75 28,295 82 39,416 82
1979 7,450 85 3,600 74 27,356 79 38,406 80
1980 7,316 84 3,497 72 26,533 77 37,346 78
1981 7,311 83 3,305 68 26,493 77 37,109 77
1982 7,103 81 2,746 57 25,762 75 35,611 74
1983 6,762 77 3,220 66 24,713 71 34,695 72
1984 6,650 76 2,856 59 24,515 71 34,021 71
1985 6,603 75 2.896 60 23,898 69 33,397 69
1986 6,567 75 3,014 62 24,196 70 33,771 70
1987 6,504 74 3,259 67 23,043 67 32,806 68
1988 6,428 73 3,151 65 22,525 65 32,104 67

Source : Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Yearbook, Ottawa, 1966 to 1989 editions.

B I TVE0THLE, THILT. HEDO<H
L WK~ DI > & 3, f5R. £ 08 &
O KR FBBLUADLBIZEDTH R p o7&
HTEICHAD, THE M 10k > T, HS
32 OEAM IR EEDLNLTL F - 1
(the declericalization of the health, education,
and welfare systems) 19904EfRIC A>T, #
Ny 7SR EE (L Ly 20RED) +
Ya ) RLDHRUITEA LIhS, BHoahs > —
ALY« BORIHNT A2 His L TR O I 0
A EZTDETHAIEEZEZDLALIIBEALEDL
72\, & National Catholic Register (Feb. 17,
1991) BMLETWB, r Ny 72TNF 54 b
)y 0D ERBKb &G>TV, L
L. ZOE®TO MR EosH okl A £k L
TLRIEHIITAELTELRIIE SN,
ZOWBNEM> Tk, vED Ny 220
HTHBEDD TR, SHESEEEESE O
b sk oicltiil TS 3 <BLAD AR
Wo>REZLIETHH DD, B <fizhny
BME>SEF, vy sdaTcREDLHIBETHA
LDTHAHI D,



—216— o2 ¥ B K E BT6S

Quebec Today—secularization and decreasing number of children—

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is, among other things, to examine contemporary
Quebec society that has experienced dramatic social changes since the “Quiet
Revolution” in the early 1960s. I would focus upon two important trends;
‘secularization’ and ‘decreasing number of children. As widely known, Quebec
society had been dominated by Roman Catholic Church whose teachings were the
leading principles for Quebeckers in everyday life. Simultaneously, their
commitment to the Church made up the core of Quebec nationalism. Although it
cannot be denied that the Church hindered the process of modernization in Quebec
society, the latter would not have survived as a social entity if the Church had not
existed. In 1960, Mr. Lesage of the Liberal Party of Quebec came to power in its
provincial administration. He began to ‘modernize’ Quebec society from the ‘above.
Since then, the consecutive provincial governments (the secular powers) have been
following the same line of reforms to enhance the modernization of Quebec.
Concretely, they deprived the Catholic Church of its traditionally endowed
privileges, particularly its monopolistic power and influence in the domain of
education, social work, and medical care. This resulted in the alienation of
Quebeckers from the Church. Freed from the values, norms, and morals based on
catholic doctrines, they came to behave differently from they did before. As a
result, the social structures in Quebec, including family and community, changed
remarkably.

As widely recognized, one reason the French Quebec society succeeded in
surviving in the Anglo-dominated North American Continent was its high
reproductive capacity. While the surrounding societies maintained and increased
their population by means of immigration, Quebec society did this solely through
its own indigenous reproduction. (" The revenge from the cradle”) The key for
Quebec’s ‘survivance’ was its extraordinarily high birth rate. Modernization (or
secularization), however, brought to Quebec an extraordinarily low birth rate. The
resulting relative decline of population evoked the fear of ‘extinction’ of the
Quebec nation for Quebeckers. Thus, the population problem became closely tied
with politics (Quebec nationalism).

Key Words : Quebec, secularization, family



