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The Japanese Concept of the Savage and Anthropolgy in Japan

——Land Rights of Taiwan’s Aborigines under Japanese Occupation——

This presentation is concerned with analyses of
colonial policies towards Taiwan's Aborigines
under Japanese occupation during the fifty years
from 1895 on.” The main theme of the paper is to
demonstrate that the Japanese colonial government
recognized the Aborigines as savages without sov-
ereignty EE D24\ . Many kinds of research by
anthropologists and administrators will also be
discussed in relation to colonial policies.

Firstly, I shall examine the Japanese concept of
the savage from historical documents of the Edo,
Meiji and Taisho eras.” Generally speaking, the
Japanese people recognized non-literate people as
ignorant on the one hand, and as innocent on the
other. The idea of the former has taken deep root
in the Japanese mind, while the later, similar to the
idea of Noble Savages in the Western world, seems
to have been motivated by the movement to re-
trieve the innocence of childhood which was pop-
ular during the Taisho era. So, this discussion is
focused on the analysis of the former idea: many
Japanese people considered them as savages be-
cause they believed that non-literate people were
ignorant and their behaviour was just like animals.

The following historical incident is important
in considering this subject; the incident in which
many Okinawan fishermen drifted ashore in
Taiwan and were Killed there by the Paiwan
headhunters in 1871. The Japanese must have
been tremendously shocked at the news such that it
was repeatedly reported in the newspapers. We
can find a clue to the Japanese view on Taiwan's
Aborigines from them. In short, they were con-
sidered as savages because of “cannibals”.

This idea has been carried over from the Edo
era when prejudiced views on the peoples of the
South Seas were brought forth under the influence
of Chinese-oriented thought d1#EHEAH on the one
hand and the rise of Japanese classical studies [E?:
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on the other. Ryoan Terashima (1713), for exam-
ple, described them as barbarians in terms of idle-
ness, nakedness and vulgarism in his book, Wakan
Sansai Zue [HIE=FX2] , a famous encyclopedia
of the Edoera. As for the Aborigines of Taiwan, he
regarded them as savages without sovereignty.
He also said that there used to be no ruler there in
the old days, and maintained that the Dutch
occupied them in the Middle Ages followed then by
the Chinese so that they could be enlightened.

Churyou Morishima, a popular writer of the
18th century, also stired up bias against Southeast
Asian people. He referred definitely in his book,
Koumou Zatsuwa THIEHEE] (Miscellany on Dutch),
to the fact that Kuronbo, or a Black from India or
Southeast Asia was strong in physical power but
stupid in intelligence. He introduced the Aborigi-
nes too as stupid and stated that they were fond of
killing people (C.Morishima 1787).

These views have been reinforced with new
points after the Meiji era. A document by Keikun
Suzuki, Nanyo Tanken Jikki TEGEGEMEL] | is a
good example in considering this theme. He made
an expedition into Micronesia by orders of the Meiji
government in 1904. Before going there, he was
worried whether or not he could return safely as he
feared the people must be brutal, violent, and
cannibalistic like beasts. To the contrary he found
they were kind, friendly and polite after having
made contact with them. However, he was not free
from bias against the people of Micronesia. He
wrote in his book as follows; they are outlaws and
are prone to theft. They are dirty and smell nasty.
They do not know how to cook foods and eat with
their fingers like an animal. They do not have a
marriage system and are, therefore, incestuous (K.
Suzuki 1892).

This stereotype must have been popular among
the Japanese citizens of the Meiji era. Indeed,
Yosaburo Takegoshi, the most famous advocate of
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the Southward idea pEt#", looked down upon
Southeast Asian people by stigmatizing them in
terms of idleness. He persuaded himself of the
important position of Southeast Asia from a point
of economic relationships between Japan and
Southeast Asian countries. However, he
concluded the Malayan were inferior because of
their idle character; they were lazy because every-
thing including clothes, food and dwellings was
provided by their surrounding environment
requiring no effort on their part. This situation
arrested the development of their intelligence (Y.
Takegoshi 1910:359—60).

The notions mentioned above were never just
fairy stories. At the beginning of the Meiji era, the
government of Japan was confronted with enor-
mous difficulties due to the incident involving the
Okinawan fishermen referred to earlier. The Jap-
anese government demanded compensation for
damage and inquired of the Chinese government
whether or not the Aboriginese were under her rule.
The answer was indecisive so that the government
of Japan concluded the Aborigines were not under
her control. This was the first time that the Japa-
nese government officially made contact with a
non-literate people with the exception of the Ainu
of Hokkaido. Finally, the government formally
declared they were savages without sovereignty; a
people without laws or a political system.

From the colonialization of Taiwan in 1895 on,
the Japanese government adopted assimilationist
policies towards the Aborigines by reason that the
civilized should do favors for the savage. From
this point of view the colonial authorities carried
out pragmatic policies; improving their dwelling
environment, making them paddy cultivators, en-
couraging them to raise livestock and so on.
Headhunting, tatooing and other customs such as
the piercing of ears were banned. Consequently, a
new Japanese people were born; they wore Japanese
dress, ate food with chopsticks and not a few slept
on tatami flooring.

The authorities introduced thought-reform
campaigns to make them “children of the Emperor”.
In fact, Japanese shinto shrines were built at many
villages in the mountains and shinto ethics was
taught at Bando Kyoikusyo & &#& i (lit. an edu-
cational facility for children of savages), one of
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three kinds of elementary schools which the colo-
nial government established for the Aborigines,
Chinese and Japanese respectively. At school stu-
dents were prohibited to speak their own native
language, so that, even now, people greater than
fifty years old speak Japanese very well. The
effect had penetrated their mind successfully.Thus,
many Aboriginal people visited shrines and prayed
for Amaterasu-Oomikami, an ancestral goddess of
the Emperor, on the New Year's Festival or other
occasions.

The government was also contemplating
starting another enterprise; forest and land policies.
Taiwan was famous for the production of forest
resources as well as sugar cane. Among these re-
sources, a great quantity of timber such as cypress,
cedar and camphor was kept in stock in the
mountains, dwelling areas of the Aborigines. The
authorities  concentrated  their  efforts on
exploitation of these resources, particularly cam-
phor, which was useful for making celluloid and
gunpowder. To utilize these resources the colonial
government began many kinds of ordnance surveys
after occupation. These surveys had been carried
out in the rural districts of the western plains to
define land ownership from 1888 to 1904 and an-
other one started to categorize forests into national
and private ownership from 1910. Then, the next
step was to determine the ownership of gardens on
the east coast of Taiwan from 1915 until 1925 (T.
Yanaihara 1929:27). The work in mountains,how-
ever, was a serious matter due to steep geographical
features and fierce resistance by the Aborigines.

Many ethnic groups exist in Taiwan; people
from Fukien and Kwangtung of Mainland China
and the Aborigines. Even among the Aborigines
there are several ethnic groups. They are the same
Austronesian peoples but keeping quite different
cultural traditions, some of them inhabiting moun-
tain areas and others the plains. As it was difficult
to uniformly apply Japanese law to them under
these conditions, the government divided the whole
Taiwan area into two parts from the administrative
point of view; “the ordinary administrative area”
and “the special administrative area”. Some
peoples living on the plains, for instance, the Amis
and Saisyat, were incorporated into the former area,
but on the other hand, other Austronesian peoples
in the mountains such as the Taiyal, Rukai and so
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on, were treated as residents of “the special admin-
istrative area”. Administrative organizations had
been altered several times to adjust to the actual
circumstances because officials encountered many
hardships in the special areas. It was not until the
end of the Taisho era that a full-scale investiga-
tion was carried out on projects related to forest
policies in mountain areas.

It goes without saying that the focal point in
the investigation was to define land ownership.
From the earliest stage of occupation, the
authorities denied the Aborigines their land rights
and did not believe that they were the real owners
of Taiwan. The following statement by Sabro
Mochiji, a councilor of the colonial government,
proves the real intention of the colonial authorities:
“In considering the sovereignty of Imperial Japan, I
take account of land problems first, not the Abo-
rigines” (The Department of Civil Administration of
the Government General of Taiwan 1911:282). He,
furthermore, demonstrated as follows:

Land rights or personal ownerships should be
legitimatized by the nation. However, the
Aborigines have revolted against Imperial
Japan since colonialization of 1895 so that their
rights are never approved. Surely, it is true
that they live in the mountains. But the fact
that they are occupying the land never gener-
ates the ownership of it at all. It is merely
fiction that the Aborigines consider the land
belonging to joint owners among themselves.
The nation is an absolute owner of the land, not
the Aborigines. (The Department of Civil Ad-
ministration of the Government General of
Taiwan 1911:293)

The Mochiji doctrine would have had signifi-
cant political implications during the Japanese oc-
cupation. It must have afforded a firm base for
colonial policies directed towards the Aborigines.
We have positive proof that the principle of colonial
forest policies had been founded on his dogma from
that time on. The formal report on forest projects
presented to a Governor in 1936 clearly followed
him. The report maintained that the Aborigines
could never have had any land ownership on ac-
count of their primitive stage of culture, and that
the government, therefore, had to manage their

agriculture and control the land in order to improve
their living standard (The Industrial Bureau of the
Government General of Taiwan 1937:253).

In 1928, several years before the report was
presented to the Governor, the government decided
the average size of the reserve land as being three
hectares in area per person. Thus, their reserve
land totaled 240,000 hactares as the Aboriginal
population at that time was estimated to be 80,000.
This is only 15 per cent of the whole mountain area
of Taiwan. Almost all the rest was incorporated
into a nationally-owned area. It means that the
Aborigines were restricted in excercising their tra-
ditional land rights, on the basis of which they had
enjoyed hunting and had made use of collecting
firewood in the wider territory which they had once
owned.

Forest policies entailed another purpose.
After keeping the Aborigines under the
government’s control, colonialists encouraged them
to cultivate rice fields instead of shifting agricul-
ture. Since the 1930’s many villages in various
districts have been forced to move to plane areas for
that reason. The colonial government was para-
mount to the Aborigines. At the same time, the
government took mesures to cope with the Chinese
who had far more predominant economic power
over the Aborigines, controlling their land owner-
ship in the Aboriginal area and regulating their
residence in the mountains.  Apart from the
colonialists’ intention, this policy prevented the
Aborigines from losing their land and becoming
poor by being involved in the market economy.

The process of domination resembles that of
the domination of the Ainu, hunters and fishermen
of Hokkaido, to whom the Meiji government ap-
plied similar assimilationist policies. To take a
general view of Ainu history in relation to the
assimilation policies, in the early days of the Edo
period when the Ainu were independent from the
domain of Matsumae FAF[# , they made contact
with the Japanese as traders and sometimes
revolted against the Japanese. Afterwards the
Ainu were incorporated into Japanese rule and
governed by the domain of Matsumae for a time
and finally under the direct control of the
Tokugawa Bakufu f# JI| % K (the shogunate of
Tokugawa). Throughout the Edo era, the Bakufu,
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however, maintained an inconsistent policy to-
wards the Ainu. On their occasion the Bakufu
prohtbited the Ainu to learn Japanese and restricted
their making contact with the Japanese. On the
other hand, at the end of the Edo era, the Bakufu
actively pushed forward the assimilation policies as
they were afraid of Russian advance into northern
Japan, and thereby encouraged the Ainu to become
Japanese.

Drastic sociocultural changes in Ainu society
had happened during the Meiji era. The Meiji
government promulgated laws one after another to
Thus, many traditional
customs were prohibited; practices such as moving
house after a family member's death, tatooing for
females, and the piercing of ears for males were
banned by law. Learning the Japanese language
and taking a surname like the Japanese were
enforced by law as well. Furthermore, the Meiji
government introduced other means such as agri-
cultural policies or educational systems to achieve
the aims promptly. Indeed, the Ainu have been the
subject of these national measures since the Meiji
era.

The land as a natural storehouse is a mercy for
the Ainu. Among others rivers have been closely
bound up with their means of providing their daily
food. People living there had exclusively utilized
the river for fishing. Traditionally, twor, or the
territory for fishing, was owned by kotan, or a
localized settlement. Disregarding Ainu thoughts
on the matter, the government nationalized their
land by a code in 1876 after trial and error, in which
properties of the colonists from mainland Japan
were guaranteed and the taxes fixed. Policies en-
couraging the Ainu to become agriculturalists were
pushed forward at the same time while giving them
farm implements. These measures, however, have
not improved their life successfully. In 1882, the
Ainu of Nemuro province were ravaged by a serious
famine which was caused due to a rush of colonists
for hunting and fishing game as well as the unsea-
sonable weather. The government tried to make
them establish agriculture by lending them land
and providing them with farm implements and
seeds of potatoes and corn (K.Tanigawa 1972:516 —
19).

In 1899, a famous law, Protective Code of the
Former Natives of Hokkaido, dt#g@&EIH+ A was

modify their customs.

promulgated. The main points of the code were as
follows; encouraging agriculture and providing
medical care and educational opportunity. The
code most certainly stated that 500 ares of farmland
were granted to each household from the govern-
ment. In reality, however, their land rights were
essentially denied because they could not transfer
their land right except through inheritance nor es-
tablish the right of pledge. Elementary Schools for
Former Natives [H+ A/N¥R were founded widely
throughout Hokkaido on the grounds of this code.
In school ethics, Japanese language and other
pragmatic curriculums such as math and agricul-
ture were taught in order to make them assimilate
into the Japanese mainstream.

There is no doubt that the assimilation policies
directed towards the Ainu were almost the same as
those directed towards the Aborigines of Taiwan
though minor differences in land ownership have
been found. Even though an interchange of per-
sonnel between the administrative offices of both
districts was not certain, it is worthy of notice that
two famous teachers working in the two distant
regions kept in contact with each other, discussing
the educational problems concerning assimilation
programs. Hideo Yamamoto, a principal of an
Aboriginal school on the east coast of Taiwan,
visited Hokkaido to observe the Ainu problems at
the end of the Taisho era, and Iwao Yoshida, a
famous educationist who devoted himself to the
Ainu, made a visit to Taiwan in return.Yamamoto
himself thought the educational level in Taiwan
was very low in comparison to the level of the Ainu
by reason that Taiwan had not been colonized long.
He was probably given many suggestions by
Yoshida on how to educate the Aborigines to help
them assimilate successfully. He wrote him in his
letter; “I have been in sympathy with your noble
philosophy and have received a great deal of your
favors in educating the Aborigines” (Iwao Yoshida
1974:29—30). It is not a casual case nor a sur-
prising matter that he could communicate so easily
with Yoshida in considering both the Ainu and the
Aborigines of Taiwan at the same time. It is
simply that similar assimilationist policies had been
required as the fundamental principles to govern
minorities in the two remote districts.

During the Japanese occupation many kinds of
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investigation concerning Aboriginal customs had
been done by anthropologists, travelers and ad-
ministrators. The work varies in quality from the
highly academic to the topic of the day. I shall
discuss some of them here to show what the gov-
ernment tried to do with a great deal of effort and to
establish the standpoint from which anthropolo-
gists studied their culture.

Initially, Fuzoku Gahou [JEBE#H] , a popular
magazine, should be examined to see the trends of
the day as many articles on Aboriginal customs
appeared in the magazine, a special volume of
which was published immediately after the occu-
pation. The magazine carried articles on subjects
such as geography, institutions, counting, calen-
dars, clothes, foods, houses, rites of passage, jobs
and products. The author speculated that the
northern Aborigines were a similar kind of people
to those of Kyushu in terms of their looks, bone
structure, agricultural practices and language, and
that the southern peoples might have come from
the Philippines. Everyone will think this is funny
in reading the magazine. The starting point of
Aboriginal studies in the 19th century was, in any
event, at a low level of knowledge like this.

Some of the most interesting work during the
Meiji era from the anthropological point of view is
seen in the achievements of Ryuzo Torii, a physical
anthropologist, who was actually involved in a
general survey of the way of life besides taking
physical measurements though his coarse data are
almost useless to modern anthropology. He was
an active member of the Tokyo Anthropological
Association and carried out fieldwork in Mainland
China, Siberia, Korea, Taiwan and other countries.
To summarize his energetic work, he was seemingly
related to the aggresive policies of Imperial Japan;
he went to the Ryao Tong peninsula of North China
and Taiwan immediately after the Sino-Japanese
War, Manchuria just after the Russo-Japanese War,
and East Siberia right after the Siberian Issue of
1919 (Kazuo Terada 1981:80).

However, he was not an ideologist of
colonialism but just an adventurer like a nature
boy. Economically, his fieldwork suffered misera-
bly and was, in fact, not supported by the
authorities. Quite interesting was his academic
career; he became an associate professor of Tokyo
Imperial University although he merely graduated
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from elementary school. But he resigned the Uni-
versity because of quarrels with his staff. What-
ever may be his achievements, his research
activities seem to have anticipated the current of
anthropological studies thereafter in Japan, those of
which are characterized by the fact that anthro-
pologists were not directly nor conciously con-
cerned with colonial policies for their own sake and
that they were despised by the leading groups of
the academic world.

The colonial government also started research
to obtain information about Aboriginal problems
after the occupation. Maresuke Nogi, a Governor,
instructed subjects to be investigated quickly in
1896. These were as follows; D reforming their
closed mind, @ prohibiting murder (headhunting),
® breaking down superstition, @ improving their
way of life in areas such as clothing, food and
housing, ® maintenance of transportation and ®)
bringing land into cultivation and utilizing forest
products (The Department of Civil Administration
of the Government General of Taiwan 1911:47).
Aims of his instruction could be summarized in two
points. One was directly related to the assimila-
tion policies, forcing them into abandoning their
traditional customs under the political systems of
Japan. The other was to promote developmental
programs for clearing the land of forests and
exploiting forest resources. In both cases the in-
vestigation was planed for the practical purposes of
the colonial administration, not for the
anthropologists’ benefit.

A special committee was set up to accomplish
colonial policies with the assistance of the govern-
ment. Shinpei Goto, a high official, positively
advocated the investigation particularly of cus-
tomary laws to govern the colony because of their
importance (S,Goto 1898:28). Thus many publica-
tions were printed. Rinji Taiwan Kyukan
Chosakai &5 7EIHIEFH A2 (The Special Research
Committee on Old Taiwanese Customs), established
in the department of the government in 1902, had
published energetically enormous volumes con-
cerning the customary and administrative laws of
traditional China since 1903, and ethnographies of
the Aborigines since 1913.

Ethnographies by the committee were impor-
tant at the following point; many subjects such as
material culture, religion, laws, kinship, and land
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ownership were described with folk terms, by
which their belief systems were confirmed. Fur-
thermore, land ownership, for example, that of the
Taiyal and Paiwan, was depicted elaborately in
large quantities. Pointing out that the folk term of
the Taiyal, kiya, had three kinds of meaning,
namely, existence, possession, and ownership, the
report went like this;

The idea of ownership of properties is
developed among the Taiyal as well. Others
are not allowed to violate a person’s proprietary
rights, on which cultivated land, houses,
clothes, tools, and others are instituted (Rinji
Taiwan Kyukan Chosakai 1915:256).

As for land rights, the report continues;

There is no land without an owner. Even if it
does not belong to an individual, the ownership
of land is attributed to the people of the tribe
concerned as a joint owner (Rinji Taiwan
Kyukan Chosakai 1915:256).

It comes as a surprise to learn that the report
recognized land rights of the Aborigines in spite of
the publication issued by the government which
had denied their ownership as already described.
The argument might have threatened the justifi-
cation of colonial policies if officials read it care-
fully. After defining the concept of ownership in
relation to a disposal right, the author showed local
variations in each case concerning geographical
features such as forests, cultivated land and rivers.
The description concerning ownership appears on a
large scale in this book; a chapter of property covers
over 44 pages and inheritance 14 pages. Surely,
everyone must doubt whether or not the govern-
ment considered administrative policies to be quite
different from academic activities. The answer is,
however, still left to be resolved.

Land rights of the Aborigines were sustained
by an anthropologist as well. Tetsu Koizumi who
carried out field research between 1925 and 1928
demonstrated the empirical data of their traditional
land rights, on grounds of which he reached a
similar conclusion as the report by Rinji Taiwan
Kyukan Chosakai. Moreover, he criticized the co-
lonial authorities for interpreting Aboriginal
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customs and superstition from their own point of
view, and said that the government had to pay
attention to Aboriginal political systems, never-
theless they committed these errors destroying the
autonomy of the Aborigines in the process (Tetsu
Koizumi 1933:289—317). It is surprizing to know
that his statement was initially presented in an
article in 1928, two years before the Musya incident
%, the uprising by the Taiyal against Japa-
nese colonialists. However, it was not his intention
that colonialism itself should be overthrown as
Marxists maintained.

The colonial government never discussed the
issues on Aboriginal land rights in order to deny the
assumption that they considered the Aborigines to
be savages without sovereignty. Rather
authorities had exerted themselves to promote
assimilationist policies and that for practical pur-
poses. There is a mimeographed copy written for
the purpose of improving the living environment of
the Amis on east coast of Taiwan. The document
encouraged them to do as follows; to improve their
clothing, diet and housing for healthy and com-
fortable living conditions, to adopt modern medical
care in place of magical treatments, to set up a
shinto altar in the house to cultivate a pious feeling
for a superior, and to change their marriage system
from matrilocal to patrilocal to make patriarchy
stronger (The Research Committee on Important
Properties in Hualien Province 1930).

The Musya incident, however, suggests that
assimilationist policies were not always success-
fully applied to practical use. Indeed, the
authorities reflected after the incident that they had
not applied academic knowledge in their colonial
policies and were in too much of a hurry to be
rewarded with good results (The Department of
Enlightenment in the Government General of
Taiwan 1931:10—11). Contrary to the fact that
government officials emphasized the importance of
anthropological investigation, they were really just
interested in superficial information for all practical
purposes.

Certainly, the government never neglected the
necessity for academic studies in governing the
colony. Thus, Taiwan Imperial University was
founded in 1928 in response to a politico-
geographical feature characterized by the fact that
Taiwan is located as a relay point between Japan
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and the South Seas. Both Institutes of Ethnology
and Language Studies were attached to the De-
partment of Politics and Literature. Ethnological
studies of the University were exceedingly active at
the time of the opening although the number of
staff was very few. Nanpo Dozoku TPE/5+45] | or
Ethnological Journal of South-Eastern Asia and Oce-
ania, was issued as a quarterly from the Institute of
Ethnology in 1931. Moreover, a big project con-
cerning the ethnohistory and language study of the
Aborigines started at almost the same time.

Anthropological studies in Taiwan, however,
had gradually declined as the war extended, be-
coming a one-volume edition per year, and finally
publication of the journal ended in 1944. The fact
that Toichi Mabuchi was the only student who
graduated from the anthropological course between
1928 and 1945 would prove the anthropological
academic studies to be minor and unattractive.
Strangely enough, the careers of staff at the Insti-
tute deviated from regular academic background;
Professor N.Utsushigawa did not have a foothold in
the academic world of Japan as he had graduated
from Harvard University. Assistant  E.
Miyamoto graduated from Keio University. T.
Mabuchi entered the University after having left
Tokyo Imperial University. They were not
members of the main current in academic circles in
Japan although anthropology itself was quite
minor.

They tended to hate bureaucracy and were
oriented to anti-centralization in common. In
other words, they could not possibly become or-
thodox idealists of colonialism as R.Torii could not
do. They remind us of advocates of the Southward
ideas in the Meiji era like Y.Takegoshi mentioned
earlier. After summarizing the Southward ideas of
the Meiji and Taisho eras, Tohru Yano has regarded
the ideology as a collateral thought which could not
have been authorized nor evaluated by both the
academic world and government officials. He
pointed out that the collateral ideology would not
be unrelated to beliefs of anti-bureaucracy and
anti-centralization stigmatized in their mind in one
stage of their life (T.Yano 1979:59). Neither Torii
nor Mabuchi were idealists in their support of the
Southward idea. However, it is noteworthy that
particularly Mabuchi’s ideas seem to be similar to
those which the ideologist supporters of the

Southward idea once had; they shared the common
collateral ideology in terms of anti-bureaucracy and
anti-centralization. He, as well as Torii, was a
scholar conducting work in the fields of the colonies
of Imperial Japan. However, they did not
conciously contributed to colonial policies because
of their non-political principle. Ironical speaking,
their non-political principle is occasionally open to
play the role of a clown. In fact, Mabuchi
conducted fieldwork in Indonesia as a part-time
employee of the navy in 1944 — 1945. He was
unconciously involved in colonialism as an agent
for the military, notwithstanding his spirit of anti-
authoritarianism.

It is no wonder that colonialists would make
use of anthropologists to govern native peoples.
However, Japanese anthropologists, on the whole,
have contributed to colonial policies far less than
expected. Rather, as they submitted to the collat-
eral thought, they were indifferent to political
structure, by which forest and land policies were
determined in the case of Taiwan. Many Japanese
anthropologists working there, with the exception
of Tetsu Koizumi, could not understand the real
meaning of land policies promoted by the colonial
government: policies which put such serious pres-
sure on the Aborigines. The policies also would
have to be referred to in terms that they never
recognized Aboriginal autonomy as the owner of
land. Indeed, the idea of Aborigines being
regarded as savages without sovereignty, was
preserved under circumstances which allowed nei-
ther the anthropologists nor the government to
properly evaluate Aboriginal land rights.

NOTE

1) This paper was presented at the conference of Japa-
nese Studies Association of Australia in Canberra in
July 1991. Another version of this paper appeared in
Proceedings of Seventh Biennial Conference of Japanese
Studies Association of Australia (Australian National
University, 1991), Vol. 1, pp. 205-210.

The folk terms for savages, ban Z. & or i #, were
used under the influence of Chinese-oriented thought
in the Edo era. The Ainu were especially referred to
as ezo Mg &, or # A. Nowadays dojin is a
descriminating word for savages and is written as
A in Japanese. In the Edo period, however, the word
was pronounced as Kunibito which just meant “native
people” or “country people”. From the end of the Edo
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era the meaning of this word has gradually changed (1.
Kikuchi 1974).

According to T.Yano, the Southward idea of the Meiji
era is defined as follows; (D Nanyo, or the South Seas
was considered as the most suitable region for the
Japanese to advance abroad. @ The idea opposed to
the Northward idea, advocators of which regarded
Korea and North China as important in carrying out
national policies. @ The ideologists asserted that
Japan should exploit backward countries of Nanyo.
@ They maintained that Western countries should
not seek hegemony in Nanyo. & The idea was
always related to the oceanic world. ® They
regreted that the Japanese were not interested in
Nanyo. () They considered that socioeconomic
problems in Japan could be solved if the Japanese
took part in development of Nanyo (T.Yano 1979:51 —
52).
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