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Abstract

Catholicism (or Christianity) in Vietnam was
destined to de expelled from this land, being
isolated from the indigenous culture.

At the outset, the vietnamese ruling class
admitted the expansion of catholicism, partly
because of its merit of accompanying the
highly developed Western technology, partly
because of its usefulness as political power
in their internal struggles, but finally they
oppressed it.

Under the French colonial rule, naturally,
catholicism was wunder the protection of
colonial power, but anti-French independence
movements were also anti-Catholic.

Diem regime, though being supported by
America, was regarded as a machine of foreign
rule. As his regime was also pro-Catholicism,
it was to be expelled from this country.

Catholics, always being the minority in
Vietnamese context, as an isolated island in
the great ocean, take a certain kind of

“pattern” in their existence, regardless of

different historical settings.
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