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“We may define a minority as a group of
people who, because of their physical or
cultural characteristics, are singled out from
others in the society in which they live for
differential and unequal treatment, and who
therefore regard themselves as objects of
collective discrimination. The existence of a
minority in a society implies the existence of
a corresponding dominant group with higher
social status and greater privileges. Minority
status carries with it the exclusion from full
participation in the life of the society.”
(Wirth, 1945 : 347), %3, Z DE45r 1% (Simpson
& Yinger, 1972 : 11) iZ5|H &N T 3,

2. United Nations Subcommission on
Prevention and Protection of Minorities
DEH

Minorities are

“

« + « those nondominant
groups in a population which possess and
wish to preserve stable ethnic, religious or
linguistic traditions or characteristics
markedly different from those of the rest of
the population.” (Yearbook on Human Rights
for 1950, UN, 1952 : 490), (Simpson & Yinger,
1972 : 12) X H &5|H,

3. Schermerhorn OE#

In Europe, the term minority is typically
applied “+ « «to a group of people living on
soil which they have occupied from time
immemorial, but who, through change of
boundaries, have become politically subordin-
ate.” (Richard Schermerhorn, “Minorities :
European and American,” Phylon, Summer,
1959 : 179), (Simpson & Yinger, 1972:12) X 9
EGINEN

4, Wagley and Harris OE#H
------ five characteristics by which the distinc-
tive nature of minorities may be definded:
(1) minorities are subordinate segments of
complex state societies ; (2) minorities have
special or cultural traits which* are held in
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low esteem by dominant segments of the
society ; (3) minorities are self-conscious units
bound together by the special traits which*
their members share and by the special
disabilities which these bring ; (4) membership
in a minority is transmitted by a rule of
descent which is capable of affiliating
succeeding generations even in the absence of
readily apparent special cultural or physical
traits ; (5) minority peoples, by choice or
necessity, tend to marry within the group.
(Wagley and Harris, 1964 : 10)%*
5. Kinlock ®F#& (D 1)

“minority groups” in general are groups
defined as real and different on the basis of
perceived cultural and  or physical
differences, with race, ethnicity, and sex being
the main criteria. (Kinlock, 1974 : 10)

6. Kinlock OF#& (D 2)

The latter (a minority group —5|F# ) may
be defined as any group that views itself
and / or is defined by a dominant power elite
as unique on the basis of perceived physical,
cultural, ecomomic, and/or behavioral

characteristics and is treated accordingly in a
negative manner. (Kinlock, 1974 : 50)

(388 2) £ITMRIHFHEZA/ VT 1 —DE
i)

1. Rex o¥FE#R!
exhausive list of the kinds of minority groups.
(1) Vanquished enemies : the American

Indians, the Africans in South Africa,
the French in Canada, the Afrikaners in
South Africa.

(2) Outright slaves : West African negroes in
British territories and East African
peoples enslaved by Arab societies.

: Italian, Polish and

many other minorities in the United

(3) Poor immigrants

34) oE#EIL, (Rex, 1970 : 25), (Siunpson & Yinger, 1972 : 12) 1= b3S W TLr 2, 72751, REOIIALTHE, *

1% 5} - B{% &35 which 23 that IWEE XN Tw 3,
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States; West Indian, Pakistani or Indian
immigrants in Britain.

(4) Political refugees : Jewish refugees from
Nazism, Hungarian and other refugees
from the communist world.

(5) Indentured labourers : Indian and Chinese
workers in various British colonial terri-
tories.

(6) Trading minorities Jewish, Muslim
Indian and Chinese traders in various
parts of Africa, Asia and Europe.

(Rex, 1970 : 28)

2, Wirthick 3, EVE»rERICEET 2507R

Once we know that almost any distinctive
characteristics, whether it be the physical
marks of race, or language, religion, and
culture, can serve as criteria of membership
in a minority we will not be inclined to
construct a typology of minorities upon the
marks by which they are identified. A fruitful
typology must rather be useful in delineating
the kinds of relationships between minorities
and dominant groups and on the kinds of
behavior characteristically asso-ciated with
these types of relationships.

An adequate typology of minorities must,
therefore, take account of the general types
of situations in which minorities find them-
selves and must seek to comprehend the
modus vjvendi that hes grown up beween the
segments of those societies in which minority

problems exist.

There are a number of axes alongside of
which the problems of minorities range

~4 /)T 4 —DERE

themselves. Among these are: (1) the number
and size of distinct minorities in the society in
question; (2) the degree to which minority
status involes friction with the dominant
group or exclusion from participation in the
common life of the society; (3) the nature of
the social arrangement governing the rela-
tionship between minority and dominant
group; and, (4) the goals toward which the
minority and dominant groups are striving in
quest of a new and more satisfactory equili-
brium. (Wirth, 1945 : 352)
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