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The ladies here [England] make no
scruple to laugh at the smallness of a
Chinese slipper, but I fancy our wives at
China would have a more real cause of
laughter, could they but see the immoderate
length of an European train. Head of
Confucius, to view a human being crip-
pling herself with a great unwieldy tail
for our diversion; backward she cannot go,
forward she must move but slowly, and
if ever she attempts to turn round, it must
be in a circle not smaller than that des-
cribed by the wheeling crocodile, when it
would face an assailant. And yet to think
that all this confers importance and majes-
ty! to think that a lady acquires additional
respect from fifteen yards of trailing
taffety! I can’t contain; ha, ha, ha; ...%
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Life sues the young like a new acquuaint-
ance, the companion as yet unexhausted,
is at once instructive and amusing, its
compny pleases, yet for all this it is but
little regarded. To us who are declined in
years life appears like an old friend; its
jests have been anticipated in former
conversation; it has no new story to make
us smile, no new improvement with which
to surprize, yet still we love it; destitute of
every enjoyment still we love it, husband
the waisting treasure with encreasing
frugality, and feel all the poignancy of
anguish in the fatal separation.®’
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