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Extending the course ‘Introduction to European Economic History”’ that ends with a
class on the destruction of Europe’s economy during the 2nd World War, this course
will focus solely on the post-war development of the European economy and on the
process of European economic integration. With this focus, the course intends to
especially highlight the economic effects of European integration beginning with the
European Coal and Steel Community in 1952 until the recent Euro crisis in 2009/10
and its aftermath. The genuine purpose and aim of this course is to present
European economic integration to students not as an inevitable, smooth process,
but as an often very difficult one accompanied by various crises, which so far,
however, have all be resolved due to a shared perception amongst member states
that European integration provides an overall added value to all member states, for
which to achieve sometimes also sacrifices are necessary to make. The applied
perspective of the course is an economic historical one, focusing particularly on
issues how living standards and living conditions of Europeans have changed due to
the European project.

See above

Students are to acquire a broad general knowledge about the European Union’s
economic development from the 1950s until today. Students should know the main
steps of European economic integration and should be able to explain the main
economic effects of this integration process. Students should become aware of the
many difficulties and obstacles with which the EU and its member states have been
constantly confronted with in their efforts to further pursue European integration.
This knowledge should enable students also to put economic cooperation and
integration in other world regions for instance South-East Asia (ASEAN) better into
perspective.

See above

On demand lecture! (The lecture will be recorded and uploaded on MS OneDrive,
where students can watch it on demand. For Q&A two online ZOOM meetings are
planned. Timing of the meetings will be coordinated so that they are not colliding
with face-to-face seminars!)

PPP presentation
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Leaving war time destruction behind: The establishment of the

Organization for European Economic Cooperation - Marshall Plan

The European Coal and Steel Community and the economic recovery
in the 1950s

The long way to the Treaties of Rome (Issues, disputes and outcomes)
Towards a Common Agricultural Policy and the formation of the
Customs Union - The European economy in the 1960s

EFTA - The British challenge to the European Economic Communities
(EEC)

Excursus: Behind the Iron Curtain - Planned economy and the
COMECON

The economic crisis of the 1970s and the establishment of the
European Monetary System (EMS)

From Eurosclerosis to a restart of European integration - the European
economy in the 1980s

Towards the Single Market: The European economy in the 1990s

The Collapse of the Socialist economic system and economic reforms
in the CEE countries

The European Monetary Union and the introduction of the common
currency

Adjusting to new global economic realities - European economies from
the introduction of the Euro to the World Financial Crisis

The Euro crisis and its implications
Instead of a summary: The EU Economy beyond Europe 2020

Readings of texts related to each of the class topics will be necessary. A reading list will
be provided.

Eichengreen, Barry: The European Economy since 1945. Coordinated Capitalism
and Beyond, Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2006.
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* Class Information are subjected to changes. Make sure to check for the latest information on the
Kyogaku Web Service.
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