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Professor Daisuke TSUJI

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Sociology of communication
Research on media and the internet

Pragmatics and philosophy of language

If I had to explain my area of expertise in one phrase, it would be “sociological research on
communication.” However, I'm not particularly attached to the term “sociological.” Fundamentally,
I’m an omnivorous type who tries a bite of anything that seems interesting—whether it’s philosophy,
linguistics, psychology, or anything else. For the past eight years, I've been engaged in internet
research based on quantitative survey data, focusing on themes closely related to political science, as
summarized in my book (1) below. One of the strengths of sociology, I believe, is that it makes such
interdisciplinary research relatively easier to undertake.

Also, I believe that theories from pragmatics and linguistic/analytical philosophy offer interesting
and useful perspectives for sociological research on communication, yet they are rarely considered by
sociologists (especially in Japan). In the papers listed below (3)(4)(5), I attempted my own sociological
application of pragmatics and philosophy of language. That said, I feel I have only taken the first step
or two, and the way forward is still long. I very much welcome exceptional graduate students who
wish to walk this pathway with me. Of course, even if that's not the case, [ broadly welcome anyone

with research interests in communication, relationships, media, or the internet.

Main Publications

(1) TSUJI Daisuke (ed.), 2021, Internet Society and Democracy in Japan: Examining the Issues of
Social Divides from Survey Data Analysis, Yuhikaku.

(2) TSUJI Daisuke, KORENAGA Ron, and SEKIYA Naoya, 2014, The Essentials of Communication
Studies, Yuhikaku.

(3) TSUJI Daisuke, 2020, Silencing effects of hate speech on the Net, Hata Kaori, SATO Akira, and
Okamoto Noriko (eds.), Media and Language 5: Politics and the Media, Hituzi-Syobo, pp.4-27.

(4) TSUJI Daisuke, 2015, Marketing and advertising expressions, Nihongo-gaku, vol.34-n0.6, pp.34-
42, Meiji-shoin.

(5) TSUJI Daisuke, 2010, Anonymity and freedom of speech, KITADA Akihiro (ed.), Questions for

Freedom 4: Communication, Iwanami-Shoten, pp.226-248.
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