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Professor Tsutomu Watanabe

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Social stratification theory
Job Career

Quantitative Historical Sociology

My current research interest lies in clarifying the characteristics of modern and
contemporary Japanese society, mainly in terms of occupational history. In doing so, I conduct
my research from the perspective of “social inequality.” In addition, since the Asia-Pacific
War had a great impact on society and people in modern and contemporary Japanese society,
[ am also conducting research focusing on the war.

My research is based on an analysis of social survey data. For example, the Social
Stratification and Social Mobility Survey (SSM), which is one of the most popular social
surveys in Japan, provides us with a partial picture of people’s work histories from the 1890s
to the 2010s. In other words, it encompasses the lives of ordinary people over a period of about
120 years.

So far, I have conducted research on the themes of social movements, local communities,
and social stratification. I can say that I am quite bored because I have changed my theme in
many ways. However, what has been consistent about each of them is that I have mainly aimed
to conduct research using mathematical and quantitative methods (mathematical sociology
and quantitative sociology), and wanted to analyze them rigorously using the language of
mathematics.

I became interested in social stratification, especially in occupational background, when
I was fortunate enough to participate in a national survey on social stratification and mobility
which was conducted in 1995.

[ am interested in employment history because I want to depict society through people’s
lives. It portrays the lives of people from the 1890s to 2015 based on their careers. For example,
how much people’s lives were tossed about by the war, how they lived resiliently amidst the
chaos of the postwar period, the period of rapid economic growth, and the bubble period?
Using the statistical method, I will answer a variety of questions in society.

The content of the seminar may change depending on the research interests of the
students who participate in it. However, we will first report on their research and discuss it
with each other as they need to proceed with their research for their dissertation. Next, we
will review research papers on social stratification and inequality. However, I will change

course depending on the abilities and research interests of the participating students. For



example, if students have a background in quantitative analysis, they will read specialized
quantitative research. Students who do not necessarily have a strong background in
quantitative analysis may learn quantitative analysis methods through practical training. In
addition, for students who initially intended to conduct quantitative research or were
interested in inequality when they entered graduate school but later changed their research
focus to case studies, mainly use interview surveys, or a different theme aside from inequality,
we held seminars to meet their needs and provide guidance. Incidentally, the students whom
I have supervised thus far have focused on inequalities that are related to occupation

(including work history), family, and education in Japan, China, and other countries.

Main Publications

WATANABE, Tsutomu, KIKKAWA, Toru, SATO, Yoshimichi [eds.], 2021. Stratification in
the Middle of Life, University of Tokyo Press.

WATANABE, Tsutomu, 2020, War and Social Inequality, Minerva Shobo.

WATANABE, Tsutomu, 2018, "Inequality in Occupational Career," Theory and Method
33(2):218-233.

WATANABE, Tsutomu, 2018, "Periodical Changes in Occupational Career in Modern and
Contemporary Japan," SAKAGUCH]I, Yusuke [ed.] 2015 SSM Survey Report 6: Labor Market
I

WATANABE, Tsutomu, 2017, "Class and Stratification,” in K. Seiyama et al. (eds.)
Introduction to Sociology: Minerva Shobo.

Watanabe, Tsutomu, 2017,

'Single Women Who Work Concurrently,' Life and Economic Policy, 250.

Additional information, including a website introducing the research
For the National Survey on Social Stratification and Social Mobility, which we have

participated in since 1995, we have a website: http://www.l.u-tokyo.ac.jp/2015SSM-PJ/
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