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Professor Ayami Nakatani

Areas of Expertise / Keywords

Cultural Anthropology
Gender and Labor

Material Culture

My areas of specialization are cultural anthropology and gender studies. The research I have
conducted has primarily addressed the themes of gender and labor.

In cultural anthropology, long-term fieldwork is the primary methodology. In my case, |
spent about 20 months in Bali, Indonesia, visiting women engaged in traditional weaving
while staying with rural families and hearing their stories. Specifically, I surveyed all the
activities that women engage in daily, whether paid or unpaid, to find out what they consider
work and non-work, how they allocate their time and labor to these activities, and whether
they are married or unmarried, class differences, differences in household composition
(whether there are other female members in the household), and other factors that affect such
practice.

Since then, I have also done research in urban areas of the Netherlands on the theme of
work-family reconciliation. More recently, my research topics include the production and
consumption of traditional textiles in various parts of Asia, the use of palm and other plants
for daily utensils, and the care of the elderly in Japan and the Netherlands. T have also

conducted short fieldwork in Timor Island in Indonesia, Bhutan, and Madagascar.

Main Publications

Ayami Nakatani ed., 2020 Fashionable Traditions: Asian Handmade Textiles in Motion,
Lexington Books.

Ayami Nakatani 2015 “Dressing Miss World with Balinese brocades: The “fashionalization”
and “heritagization” of handwoven textiles in Indonesia,” Textile: Journal of Cloth and
Culture, 13(1): 30-49.

Ayami Nakatani 2006 ‘The Emergence of “Nurturing Fathers”, The Changing Japanese
Family, Marcus Rebick & Ayumi Takenaka eds., Routledge, pp94-108.

Ayami Nakatani 2003 ”‘Uncovering the “Domestic”: Gender, Modernity and the Division of
Reproductive Labor in Bali’, Gender and Modernity: Perspectives from Asia and the Pacific,

A. Tanabe et al. eds, Trans Pacific Press and Kyoto: Kyoto University Press, pp87-113.



Ayami Nakatani 2003 ‘Ritual as “Work”: Visibility and Invisibility of Women’s Religious
Roles in a Changing Balinese Society’ in Inequality and Social Change in Indonesia: The

Muted Worlds of Bali, Thomas Reuter ed, RoutledgeCurzon, pp. 118-142.
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