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Professor Yoshihiro Seki

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Volunteerism

Disaster and disaster prevention
Community development
Support for outsiders

Action research

When I was in graduate school, I studied the “social participation” of ordinary people,
focusing on theoretical research based on Frankfurt School and other critical theories.
While reading literature on social movements, urbanism, and spatialism, and thinking
about the relationship between the capitalist system and our lifeworld (i.e., colonization
of lifeworld), I became interested in volunteering and citizen movements.

My interest in volunteering was greatly influenced by the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake, which occurred when I was a graduate student. For the past 25 years, my
research has focused on survivors’ disaster recovery activities and roles of volunteers.

Immediately after the Great East Japan Earthquake in March 2011, I joined other
researchers and students in the damaged areas to conduct volunteer activities and
interact with local people. Rather than going into the disaster area to conduct research,
I used action research as my method, discovering what is important in disaster recovery
together with local people through support and exchange activities, and then discussing
with them and researchers. Therefore, rather than participatory observation as an
outsider, I am actively involved as a member of the field and tried to promote field
transformation. This transformation has become a subject of research.

For example, when talking with a person who had experienced the disaster after the
Great East Japan Earthquake, I realized that experiencing the disaster was dismantling
the self-evident. After that, we have been thinking how outsiders can be involved and
why they were. We are transforming our practices to improve the conditions of the field.

However, this type of research is time-consuming. It is important to pay attention to
the diversity of voices in the field. I believe that the key to understanding modern society
lies in the phenomena that are often overlooked in the overall social system. For this
purpose, I believe it is important to remember the connection between the micro-
movements of individuals and groups and the macro-movements of society.

Recently, I have been interested not only in research related to disaster recovery but

also in urban planning. I have been thinking about the role of events and young people



in creating a sense of community in today’s individualized world through my involvement
in actual community development activities. I focused on the necessity of objects and
places that mediate between residents and external supporters.

Along with action research as a methodology, I have recently become interested in the
ethics of care and phenomenological sociology. I believe that these theories provide
important points of discussion to explain the space that arises when people interact.

In my graduate seminar, I focused on the keywords of support and social participation
in the context of disasters and volunteering. The main aim of my seminar is to share the

Iinterests of each student and complete the research from various perspectives.
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