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Associate Professor Emi Ooka

Areas of Expertise/Keywords
Sociology of Relationships / Social Capital Theory
Sociology of Immigration

Community Studies

I started my research in Canada, focusing on the sociology of immigration
(international sociology), which examines the reception of immigrants and the nature of
their social integration. Through examination of Canada’s immigration and refugee
policies, citizenship education, and the analysis of political discourse on these issues, I

have analyzed the boundaries between "inside" and "outside," "members" and "non-

members," and inclusion and exclusion in multicultural societies. In addition, I have
examined how social networks of immigrants work as social capital, and how they affect
social adaptation processes, identity formation, and cultural preferences. Through data
analysis, studies on the relationship between diversity and social capital have also been
conducted to understand what kind of networks are important for host society residents

to form a more tolerant attitude toward immigrants (foreigners).

I am currently interested in studying how diversity affects social trust and
cohesiveness. There have been debates over the negative impact of "diversity" on
building inclusive communities. I believe that learning about the effects of diversity on
trust and networks in a multicultural society will be instructive for examining the future
of Japanese communities, which will continue to diversify at various levels. During the
graduate seminar, we will proceed as the participants present their research projects.

Throughout the course, we will mutually critique each other's works.

Main Publications
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