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Collective memory
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[ am researching social "memory".Speaking of "memory" in sociology, M. Halbwachs' idea of "collective
memory" is well known. The main point of his theory of collective memory is that our "memories" are
always created in the "present” and are recalled collectively in a group. However, memory is difficult to
analyze and examine on its own (except through a medical approach), because it is only when we
remember an event or thing that we can prove that we remembered it after the fact. The main point of his
theory of collective memory is that our "memories" are always created in the "present" and are recalled
collectively in a group. However, memory is difficult to analyze and examine on its own (except through
a medical approach), because it is only when we remember an event or thing that we can prove after the

fact that we remembered it.
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Therefore, the study of memory in sociology is not the study of memory itself, but the study of the way of
recalling. It is about how we "remember" and "recall" the past. More specifically, it is about how society

and people appropriated and represented the "past" and made it part of the "present.
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If we look at "memory" in this way, the subject matter we are dealing with becomes quite broad. When I

was a graduate student, I started my master's thesis researching the tourism of traditional rituals and the



memorialization and commemoration of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake through cenotaphs, which
led me to view my own research in the form of "memory" research. Again, I am thinking about how the

"past” is a part of the "present”.
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In addition to researching the memory of disasters, I am currently gathering data to theorize the process
of cultural resource use within a sociological framework. In particular, I am researching contemporary
society, where the past is "consumed" in a consumer society and a new social order continues to be created,

such as the World Cultural Heritage, based on field research.
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Regarding the educational policy for graduate students, we basically want them to be free to choose their
own themes and activities. Depending on the research achievements and motivation of the graduate
students, [ encourage them to make presentations at conferences and research meetings.

[ used to hold a key position at the Graduate School of Sociology, and the Graduate School of Sociology
at this university really has a rich research and education environment. I hope that graduate students will

make the most of this environment and deepen their research by acquiring the discipline of sociology.
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Nobuo Imai, 2012, Death, Modernity and Monuments: The Realities Expressed in the Monuments of the

Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, International Journal of Japanese Sociology, vol. 21, The Japan Sociological

Society, Willey-Blackwell

SHASHE 2009, 1583 &Rl — R K 2 R & & 2 I[H], 2R, 2 L CBRGIT DT . KREFEFS - /NI



EZ () botta¥—itE - A 74 7 - §ik] SCHE

SIHASHE 2008, g oE S L L BOEUE]), HAFRE - FHEH R [BLBGE~07 7'v —F]
JEERES 7L A

SISHE 2008, TRLE Lt M. 7Aoo 2 TEAREE]]. JFEE - DL () Mfhay_—v
vy A 1% HC - b - BfR) HREA:

SHAEHE 2007, & 2 HTE T OM—REED BN & — 2 U ¥ —2 a v orka% | A&7 2 ()
MHALHERERFwR] 517 5

Main Publications

Imai, Nobuo 2020, "The Shape of 'Society' and 'We' from the Viewpoint of Tourism Phenomena: The
Sociology of Tourism", in Kiyomitsu Yui et al (eds.), 3step Series in Sociology, Showa-do, Tokyo

Imai, Nobuo 2019, "The Shape of Memory: Connecting and Communicating the 'Before' and 'After' of
Disaster," in Eiki Yoshino and Masayoshi Kato (eds.), Series of Great East Japan Earthquake Vol. 3:
Disaster and Reconstruction: Towards a New Tohoku, Yuhikaku

Imai, Nobuo 2015, "What does it mean to 'pass on memories'? In "Construction of Temporal Studies I:
Disaster Prevention and Time" (ed.), Institute of Temporal Studies, Yamaguchi University, Koseisha
Kosei-kaku.

Imai, Nobuo 2014, "Disaster Memory: Photography, Preservation, and Time", in Masahiro Ogino and
Shinzo Ran (eds.), Sociology before 3.11: From the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake to the Great East
Japan Earthquake, Seikatsu Shoin

Imai, Nobuo 2013, "Grasping the Urban Space of Defeated Nations: The Use of Former Military Land in
Gunma Prefecture", in Masahiro Ogino (ed.), Sosho: Senso ga Seisaku Shakai I: Sengo Shakai no Henka
to Renga (Sociology of War I: Changes and Memories of Postwar Society), Shinyosha

Imai, Nobuo, 2013, "Who forgets the earthquake: The sociology of the preservation of disaster relics", in
Kansai Sociological Society (ed.), Forum Modern Sociology, No.12, Shokado Shoten

Nobuo Imai, 2012, Death, Modernity and Monuments: The Realities Expressed in the Monuments of the
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, International Journal of Japanese Sociology, vol. 21, The Japan Sociological
Society, Willey-Blackwell

Nobuo Imai 2009, "The Dead and Memory: On Time, Space, and Images Recalling the Earthquake", in
Michikuni Ohno and Nobuhiko Ogawa (eds.), Sociology of Culture: Memory, Media, and the Body, Bunri-
Kaku

Nobuo Imai 2008, "Local Life and Tourism Culture", in Yoshimitsu Tsukui and Hiroaki Harada (eds.),
Approaches to Tourism Policy, Takashobo Yumie Press

Nobuo Imai 2008, "Memory and Society: M. Albaks' Collective Memory", in Toshi Inoue and Kimio Ito
(eds.), Sociology Basics Volume 1: Self, Others, and Relations, Sekai Shiso-sha, Inc.

Imai, Nobuo 2007, "Rumors in a Regional City: Uncertain Neighbors and the Sociology of Motorization",
Annual Report of the Franco-Japanese Sociological Society (ed.), No. 17

BN D F — L=— T LBIER
Z DI, PR AKEXSLHAARAKNEL L, KEW K coREMRDOFEIC O WTTEIFHE
LTCEF L7, AR SICBEEERDHLOT, METILALNE BT T,



Additional information, including a website for research introduction
In addition, I have spoken several times on the issue of memory transmission in disaster-affected areas,
such as the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the Great East Japan Earthquake. I have published

articles in newspapers and other media, and you can find them by searching.
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