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Professor Tatsuya Akae

Areas of Expertise/Keywords
Sociology of religion
Historical sociology
History of Christianity in Japan

War Memorials in East Asia

My specialty is the historical sociology of religion and culture. In particular, I have
studied two topics:

Christianity in modern Japan and war memorials in East Asia.

The first topic is Christianity in modern Japan. Christians in Japan are a minority,
comprising approximately one percent of the population. For this reason, it has often
been reiterated that Japanese society has not accepted Christianity.

However, it can also be considered that Japanese society has accepted Christianity in its
own way. The presence of Christian schools, Christian books, chapel weddings, and
Christmas customs, suggest that modern Japanese society has embraced Christianity.
The most popular Christian concept among reading classes in modern Japan has been "
Non-Church Christianity," founded by Uchimura Kanzo. In 2013, I published my first
monograph on the Non-Church movements, "Paper Churches" and Japanese Modernity-
Historical Sociology of Non-Church Christianity (Iwanami Shoten, 2013).

The book describes the history of Non-Church movements from the 1900s to the 1970s.
It focuses on the fact that the movement was largely print-based—many magazines were
successively printed over time. With a loose community of readers as their social
foundation, small congregations formed in various areas of Japan and abroad.
Subsequently, I published a biographical work on Yanaihara Tadao, a leading Non-
Church evangelist in the post-Uchimura era and president of the University of Tokyo,
Yanaihara Tadao: War and the Mission of Intellectuals (Iwanami Shoten, 2017).
Currently, the primary focus of my study is Tsukamoto Toraji, another Non-Church
evangelist biblical scholar. In addition, I continue to examine the history of Non-Church

Christianity in Korea and Taiwan, as it has had a small but unique influence.

The second subject is war memorials in East Asia. The so-called "State Shinto" ideology
is also an important subject for understanding the Christian experience in pre-war
Japan. This led me to investigate the history of Shinto shrines as official war memorials

and as sites for state rituals. I have also written articles on shrines and politics in the



post-war period, including "Yasukuni Problem" and "Lawsuits for Separation of Religion
and Politics.”

While living in Taiwan from 2008 to 2018, I began researching some of its official war
memorial facilities. In the future, I plan to conduct comparative research on war

memorial facilities in East Asian countries.

Graduate education emphasizes the pursuit of each student’s interests and research
topics. The purpose of the seminar is for the participants to support each other in their
research and thesis writing. To this end, literature subscriptions, research presentations,
and data sessions will be conducted. In the data session, the participants will present

their own historical documents and materials for analysis and discussion.

Main Publications

Books

AKAE, Tatsuya (2017), Yanaihara Tadao’ War and the Mission of Intellectuals, Tokyo:
Iwanami Shoten.

AKAE, Tatsuya (2013), "Paper Churches" and Japanese Modernity: Historical Sociology
of Non-Church Christianity, Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten.

Other writings

AKAE, Tatsuya (2018), "Non-Church Christianity," Otani Eiichi, Kikuchi Akira, and
Nagaoka Takashi eds., Keywords in the history of Japanese relations' Beyond
modernism, Tokyo: Keio University Press.

AKAE, Tatsuya (2015), "Uchimura Kanzo's 'Hesitation" On School, State, and Religion,"
Uchida Ryuzo ed., Contemporary Society and Humanity: How to Fluidize the Present?,
Tokyo: Serika Shobo.

AKAE, Tatsuya (2012), "Postwar History of Yasukuni Problem," Nogami Gen and
Fukuma Yoshiaki eds., Book guide to the sociology of war: 132 books for understanding
the modern world, Osaka: Sogensha.

AKAE, Tatsuya (2010), "Ruling of Shrines, Ruling by Shrines: The Ministry of Home
Affairs and 'State Shinto'," Soeda Yoshiya ed., Historical Sociology of the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press.

AKAE, Tatsuya (2009), "Religion and the Media: Uchimura Kanzo, and the "Paper
Churches'," Ito Mamoru ed., Media Studies Well Understood, Kyoto: Minerva Shobo.
AKAE, Tatsuya (2008), "The Creation and Transformation of the Lawsuits for Separation

of Religion and Politics," Hama Hideo ed., Civic Movements and the 'War Experience' in



Postwar Japan, Tokyo: Keio University Press.
AKAE, Tatsuya (2005), "Genealogy of Criticism of Religion: Yoshimoto Taka'aki, Tagawa
Kenzo, and Karatani Kojin," Kitada Akihiro, Nogami Gen and Mizutamari Mayumi eds.,

Cultural Politics 1960/1970, Tokyo: Serika Shobo.

Additional information, such as the website for the research introduction

My research achievements are listed in the Research Map (https:/researchmap.jp/akae).
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