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Professor Kiyoshi Abe

Areas of Expertise/Keywords
Cultural Studies
Media and Communication Studies

Sociology of the Public Sphere

When I was in graduate school, I studied the Frankfurt School and British Cultural
Studies. Since then, I have consistently engaged in themes related to media and
communication in contemporary society, from the viewpoint of critical studies. To me, the
most appealing aspect of those studies is that, on the one hand, it enables us to recognize
the academic trends in critical studies of culture and power, while, on the other hand, we
can utilize those theories and concepts to analyze the various sociocultural phenomena

1n our everyday lives.

From the aforementioned viewpoint, I have been conducting research on the political,
social, and cultural phenomena surrounding the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. The modern
Olympic Games have become a typical mega-event, not just a sports festival but also a
glamorously mediated spectacle through which various interests are intertwined. As a
result, the Olympics are one of the most interesting subjects for sociological research. I
expect that by critically analyzing the modern Olympics, researchers will be able to shed
new light on the socio-political aspects that characterize modern society. This is why I

currently work on this topic.

In graduate school seminars, the goal is to obtain the academic ability to critically
research sociological phenomena based on the participants' research interests. We will
select several studies and articles that are relevant to participants’ research. The most
important aspect of the course is not only to gain academic knowledge and research
methods of sociology, but also to acquire the wisdom and skills for analyzing the real

world in one's own way.
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