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Professor Nobuko Yokota

Areas of Expertise, keywords
Economic sociology
Industrial sociology
Labor problems in East Asia

Gender

Non-standardization of labor

I have been working on economic and industrial sociology, especially on the
transformation of Korean labor society through an analysis of the labor market structure in
comparison with Japan. I am also researching the process of Korea’s economic development
since the late 1960s, which is known as the “Miracle on the Han River,” from the perspective
of the workers and urban dwellers who have supported it with low-wage labor.

Since the latter half of the 1990s, during the “lost 20 years” in Japan and the “Asian
economic crisis” in South Korea, both countries have seen a rapid shift to informal labor,
especially among young people and women, along with the deregulation of labor. With the
increase in the number of non-regular workers, social disparity is also widening, and it is the
youth and women who suffer the most from this. Therefore, I am currently interested in the
problems of youth and women’s employment and poverty in Japan and South Korea. In
particular, I focus on how young non-regular workers and female non-regular workers at the
bottom of the labor market organize themselves to create a new labor union model that is
different from the existing company-based labor unions in Japan and Korea. My research is
characterized by an attempt to clarify these new social movements, mainly through field
research, such as interviews and questionnaires.

My graduate seminar is mainly for students who are interested in labor issues in East Asia,
including Korea and Japan. Specifically, we focus on why it is difficult for women to develop
their careers in Korea and Japan, the employment issues common to young people in both
countries, such as black companies and jobs, and the organization of non-regular workers. In
addition to reading as much specialized literature as possible in order to meet the needs and
problem consciousness of the students, research guidance was provided with a focus on data

analysis.

Main Publications
Yokota, Nobuko, 2020 (Sole author), Anatomy of the Korean Labor Market: History of the



Urban Underclass and Non-regular Workers (Selected as an Outstanding Academic Book in
2021 by the National Academy of Sciences, Republic of Korea).

Yokota, Nobuko, 2012 (Sole author), Korea's Urban Underclass and Workers: Focusing on
the Non-Regularization of Labor (Winner of the 19th Social Policy Association Incentive
Award), Minerva Shobo

Yokota, Nobuko, 2012 (editor), Inequality in East Asia, Ochanomizu Shobo.

Yokota, Nobuko, 2007, (Editor), Globalization and Asian Women: Work and Life (selected as
an outstanding academic book in 2008 by the National Academy of Sciences, Republic of
Korea), Hanwool

Yokota, Nobuko, 2019, (Sole author), "The Actual Condition and Organization of Women
Peripheral Workers' Labor in Korea from the Perspective of Gender", Bulletin of the Faculty
of Sociology, Kwansei Gakuin University, No.131, pp.65-79

Yokota, Nobuko, 2018, (Single-Author) "The Actual Situation and Change of Fixed-term
Employment in Korea from a Gender Perspective: Focusing on the Increase of Ultra-short
Part-time Workers after the Enforcement of the Law for the Protection of Non-Regular Jobs
(2007)," Bulletin of the Faculty of Sociology, Kwansei Gakuin University, No.128, pp.99-99
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