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Professor Yasuko Murata

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Gender studies

Sociology of family

Sociological study of motherhood

Feminist theory

I have had a long-standing interest in the issue of motherhood since the early days of my
scholarship. In Japan, there is a strong cultural belief that infants and small children can best
grow up if they are looked after by their birth mothers, which makes it difficult for some
women to mother. My work addresses the ongoing gendered inequalities in familial
relationships, lack of support, and how they are maintained but at the same time transformed
through individual practices. In other words, my work addresses the conflicting aspects of
contemporary motherhood.

I carried out qualitative research (fieldwork and interviews) at various types of nurseries and
breastfeeding support groups in both Japan and the United Kingdom. I also conducted a
historical analysis of the medical discourses on infant nutrition and breast milk in the early
20% century in Japan.

Everyone is welcome to our graduate seminar if you are interested in issues such as gender,
intimacy, family, care, sexuality, and personal life. Participants were expected to present their
work and read the books in turn.

For your reference, I have supervised the following master’s theses in the past:

-A Sociological Study on the “Contract Marriage” of Male Homosexuals in Urban China

-A Sociological Study of Manners: A Case Study of a Manner School in Nishinomiya

-The Transformation of Cultural Presentations of Young Female Fans in China

-Social networks and social adjustment of married Chinese women in Japan

-A Sociological Study of Transgender and Health

Main Publications

My work (in Japanese) includes the following articles:

Murata, Y. (2023, forthcoming) Sociology of Becoming a Mother : Rethinking the Subject of
Feminism, Showa-do.

Murata, Y. and Fushimi, Y. (2016) “Concerns of pediatricians towards breast milk from Meiji

Enlightenment period to early Showa period in Japan: A sociological analysis of Japan’s first

pediatricians’ magazine,” in Kwansei Gakuin University School of Sociology Journal, (124),



63-78.

Additional information, including a website for research introduction
Since October 2021, I have been involved in activities at the Center for the Study of
Embracing Diversity, a special project research center at Kwansei Gakuin University. For

more information, visit our website (www.kg-diversity.com/).
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