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Professor Motoaki Takahara

Areas of Expertise and Keywords
East Asian International Politics
Social consciousness in contemporary Japan

Sociological theory

I was born in 1976 in Kanagawa Prefecture, and graduated from Graduate School of Humanities and
Social Sciences, the University of Tokyo. [ have been working at Kwansei Gakuin University since 2012,
after working as a part-time lecturer at various universities in Tokyo and as a research fellow of the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science.

I wrote my first single-authored book in 2006, "The Age of Anxious Nationalism," noting how

nationalism is influenced by widening inequality (bipolarization) and youth unemployment.

My research field is on East Asian international politics, mainly Japan-Korea, also covering China-
Taiwan, ASEAN, and the US. Referring to Sociological theories allows to analyze international issues
always referring to domestic social and political conflicts, which sets this research apart from those of
International Relations.

Current research topic is how this area is affected from the end of globalization and neoliberalism, which
formed the basis of international order in 1990-2000s, mainly by China’s (over)empowering and China-
US conflicts.

Main Publications

Single-authored books:
Takahara, Motoaki, 2009, Turning Point in Contemporary Japan, NHK Books, Inc.
M. Takahara, 2006, The Age of Anxious Nationalism, Yosenya Shinsho

Co-authored books:
Satoshi Taiga et al. (eds.), 2019, Redefining Inclusive Society Vol. II, Houritsu Bunka-sha

Seiyama, K. et al. (eds.), 2017, Introduction to Sociology, Minerva Shobo

Eiji Oguma et al., 2014, Let's Talk Seriously: A Collection of Conversations with Eiji Oguma, Shinyosha
Kaoru Endo (ed.), 2012, Sociology after the Great East Japan Earthquake, Kodansha Gendai Shinsho
Kotani, Satoshi et al. (eds.), 2011, Youth Today: Politics, Japan Center for the Book

Sato, Toshiki (ed.), 2010, 7he Question of Freedom 6: Labor, Iwanami Shoten

Hiroki Azuma and Akio Kitada (eds.), 2008, Map of Thought Vol.l Japan Broadcast Publishing Co.
Honda, Y. (ed.), 2007, Youth's Work and Life World, Otsuki Shoten

Kaoru Endo (ed.), 2001, Globalization and Cultural Transformation, Sekai Shiso-sha

Kaoru Endo (ed.), 2004, The Internet and the Formation of Public Opinion, Tokyo Denki University

Press

Also various articles on academic and general journals
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