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Professor Kensuke Suzuki

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Globalization Theory
Information Society

Consumer Society

I have been dealing with various phenomena in society that are changing because of
informatization and globalization. These are mainly based on the study of social thought,
which is a subfield of political science. This includes the changes in the information
behavior and working attitudes of young people, changes in social relations due to
information and communication technology, the relationship between the globalizing
food system and food culture, and the impact of information and communication
technology on tourism behavior. In addition, the areas of expertise that form the
background of my research include sociological theory, economics, social psychology

related to consumer behavior, folklore, and cultural anthropology.

In your research, it is not necessary to cover all these areas. However, as you will refer
to papers and research in these areas as necessary in your teaching, you will be required
to have the eagerness to absorb knowledge in a variety of fields, not just in your own

area of interest.

Additionally, language skills are required in order to conduct research. Particularly in
research that is related to information technology and consumer behavior, it is
1mpossible to keep up with the latest trends unless you read papers that are written in
English. T hope that you will aim to acquire the ability to read and understand academic

English, not just English in the general sense.

In accepting graduate students, we will place emphasis on matching academic ability
and research themes considering these policies. We may check to see if the research
theme is one that can be conducted in accordance with sociological methods, and if the
research is based on basic sociological concepts and approaches. You will be asked to

submit a research plan in advance, so please be prepared if you wish to proceed.

After entering the first-term course, the seminar will focus on assignments for the

submission of a master's thesis over the course of two years. Specifically, the seminar



will be divided into two parts: one for reading foreign books and English papers related
to consumer behavior and information behavior, and the other for presenting ideas for
papers and receiving feedback. If necessary, we introduce prior research on our

respective research topics.

In addition, there may be skill-based courses, such as general logical writing or short
reading courses. The goal of this is help you write a well-organized master’s thesis, not

only in terms of content but also in terms of format.
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