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Professor Takashi Okumura

Areas of Expertise/Keywords
Sociology of Communication / Sociology of Self and Others
Sociological Theory
Sociology of Culture

The "other" is a source of joy and inspiration as well as a source of misery and restriction.
In the face of this "fundamental ambiguity of the other" (Munesuke Mita), how can we
communicate with the other, continue to be "I," and construct a society? The first theme
of my research is to sociologically examine the issues surrounding the relationship
between the self and others, communication, and identity derived from this question. For
example, in "Consideration and Backbiting as a Form of Society: From the Standpoint of
‘Proving Self-worth™ (1994, in Arts for Being with Others (1998[2024]) ), I discussed the
relationship between "consideration" and "backbiting" as ways of being with others,
based on R. D. Laing and E. Goffman's essays. In "Perspectives from Where “Society”
Has Been Stripped Off: On Attitudes towards “Unmediated Communication” (2002, in
Where is Society? (2017)), 1 considered the ambiguity of "unmediated" communication,
exploring the arguments of Rousseau, Goffman, Arendt, and others. Anti-
Communication (2013), which consists of fictional dialogues with several thinkers from

Rousseau to Bateson, further developed these explorations of communication.

The second research theme that I have considered in parallel with the first is to examine
what kind of discipline sociology is, and what unique possibilities of sociology differ from
other social sciences based on the historical context. In A History of Sociology I-
Discovering Enigmas of Society (2014) and A History of Sociology II' For Imagination to
Others (2023), 1 attempted to accomplish this from the perspective of where in society
sociologists have been located, and what kinds of "enigmas of society” they have
discovered and struggled with. In the course of this research, I have worked on "The
Science of Society and the Ideal of Society: Or, Two Emile Durkheim" (2011), "Utopia of
Distance: Tragedy and Play in Georg Simmel" (2012), and "Sociology of Exiles:
Lazarsfeld's America/Adorno's America" (2013) (all in Where is Society?).

Over the last few years, following my encounter with Robert N. Bellah in 2012 [see
Religion and the Global Civil Society: Dialogues with Robert Bellah (2014)], I have been

reflecting on what "sociology in Japan" has asked and what results it has achieved. The



edited volume Keiichi Sakuta vs. Munesuke Mita (2016) was an interim report on this
topic. In addition, Keversal and Remnants: Sociologists as 'Others’ to Society" in 2018
was a collection of essays on the sociology of Bellah, Tamito Yoshida, Eisho Omura, and
Shun Inoue. Sociology of Social Consciousness in Postwar Japan: FExploring Its
Socrological Imagination, which I published as the editor in 2023, dealt with 16

prominent Japanese sociologists after World War II.

In 2022, I published 7he Politics of Mercy: Who Forgives Whom in Mozart's Operas. This
book considers the ambiguity of forgiveness and love by exploring the seven operas

composed by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
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