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Professor Eiji Hamanishi

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Sociological Theory
Social Group and Organization

Social Movement Studies

My specialties are (D sociological theory and (2 social group and organization studies
(especially social movement studies). In (D, I have mainly conducted research on the
theoretical history of European sociological theory and sociological methodology. In (@), I have
conducted a variety of research both domestically and internationally, including local currency
activities, hikikomori support groups and unions in Osaka, social enterprises and business
NPOs in the Keihanshin-area and Tokyo and their policy advocacy networks, disability groups
in Nagoya, NGO networks, and movements against the G7/8/20 Summits and the UN COP
and support groups in the host cities. In recent years, I have been using big data from
smartphones and social media, as well as Google Maps, to describe and analyze rallies,
marches and events, based on theoretical research.

In graduate school, I teach a seminar on social group and organization studies. Social group
and organization studies is a highly interdisciplinary field that covers all kinds of groups and
organizations. Examples include organizations related to politics and economics; activities in
the arts, sports, and subculture; organizations related to gender, environmental issues, welfare,
and human rights; and groups related to religion, medicine, and the media. Case studies from
overseas and historical sources are also welcome.

Furthermore, since my specialty is social movement studies, I find it easier to advise you if
you focus your research on activities aimed at solving local and societal issues, bringing about
social change, or innovation (e.g., social enterprises, NPOs/NGOs, social movements,
political parties, interest groups, crowds, government actions, etc.). These include activities
that seek to broadly influence government and public opinion, sales of services and products
to/by disadvantaged groups, lobbying campaigns to influence politicians, lawsuits and
petitions, study groups and indoor rallies, various everyday protests and social media actions,
as well as deviant behavior, crowd-based behavior, space-making, and online activities that
have the effect of transforming society regardless of the individuals' intentions. Research
themes and subjects are becoming increasingly important for careers, so [ would appreciate it
if you choose something significant for modern society.

I plan to provide individual research guidance to each graduate student based on their

interests and career aspirations. I have also been involved in providing guidance to graduate



students, ODs, PDs, from other universities (including accepting JSPS PDs), and research
institute researchers, promoting exchanges with graduate students, and participating in
online presentations and academic conferences in collaboration with seminars from other

universities, and [ would like to continue these activities at our university.

Main Publications

HAMANISHI E., 2025, What Do Social Movements Do?: Toward Constructing a Theory of
Movement Action, Tokyo: Shinsensha.

HAMANISHI, E., 2016, Touraine Sociology and New Theory of Social Movements, Tokyo:
Shinsensya (Awarded: Encouraging Prize from Japan Association for the Study
on the History of Sociology and from Japan Welfare Sociology Association)

HAMANISHI E., SUZUKI A., NAKANE T., AOKI S. and R. KOSUGI, 2020, Introduction to
Social Movement Studies, Tokyo: Yuhikaku.
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