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Associate Professor Kyoko Takeuchi

Areas of Expertise / Keywords
Gender/Sexuality Studies
Queer Studies
Transgender Studies
Oral History

My research explores the identity formation, everyday challenges, and histories of activisms of
gender minorities who do not conform to normative understandings of gender and sexuality—

particularly transgender people who live in a gender different from the one assigned to them at birth.

One of my central research focuses has been the historical development of nonbinary gender
concepts such as “X-jenda” and “Inta-jenda,” which do not fit within the gender binary. While the
media often depicts transgender people as those who transition from one gender to the other in a binary
way, there have always been people whose experiences do not align with this gender binary. Their
identities are not a “misunderstanding” or a “trend,” but a meaningful form of existence. My work
traces how such individuals in Japan have created and discovered concepts of nonbinary gender, and

how these processes have shaped their lived experiences, through analysis of their narratives.

The accumulation of activism by trans and nonbinary people is closely connected to the ways they
confront and attempt to resolve difficulties in their everyday lives. My research examines how those
living beyond the gender binary experience challenges in family and interpersonal relationships, how
they cope with past trauma, and how they seek to form families. In doing so, my studies aim to shed
light on the persistence of gender binarism, cisnormativity, and heteronormativity/sexual normativity

in Japanese society.

Methodologically, my work is grounded in qualitative research. I have participated in nonbinary
communities, conducted in-depth interviews with individuals of diverse sexual orientations,
generations, and regional backgrounds, and collected historical materials such as old magazines from
private libraries and secondhand bookstores, as well as digital texts from online spaces. Because such
archival materials are often difficult to access, I am also engaged in examining the practical and ethical
challenges of creating (digital) archives of gender minority narratives. Comparing international
examples, I envision building an intersectional Asian trans archive in Japan as one of my life’s long-

term projects.



The graduate seminar will combine close reading of key literature in the sociology of gender and
sexuality, queer studies, and trans/nonbinary studies with student presentations and collective
discussions. We will also address research ethics—especially important in minority-focused
fieldwork—strategies for finding sources, presenting at (international) conferences, writing academic
papers, and practical tips for sustaining a scholarly career in sexuality and queer studies. Students

interested in participating in trans/queer archival projects will have opportunities to do so.

I hope students will not only pursue their individual research topics but also engage broadly with
methodology and theory in sociology and related fields, actively entering the field to cultivate
grounded, community-based knowledge. My goal is to create a supportive environment where students

can explore, discuss, and grow together through critical and creative inquiry.

Main Publications

Journal Articles

Takeuchi, Kyoko. (2024). “Toward Archiving the Intersectional Experiences of Transgender People.”
The Modern Library, 62(2), 58—64. (in Japanese)

Takeuchi, Kyoko. (2023). “The History of Nonbinary-Gender Concepts in the Cross-dressing
Community: The Narratives of Oba-jenda and Inta-jenda.” Japan Sociologist, (8), 109—128. (in
Japanese)

Takeuchi, Kyoko. (2022). ““A Plastic Category for Positioning the Self: Focusing on the Narratives of
X-jenda.” Japanese Sociological Review, 72(4), 504-520. (in Japanese)

Takeuchi, Kyoko. (2022). “The Categorization of “Sexual Orientation” and Individual Sexuality: An
Analysis of Sexual Minorities’ Magazines in the 1990s.” Soshioroji, 66(3), 21-39. (in Japanese)

Takeuchi, Kyoko. (2021). “Self-Representation as “Being X-jenda”: Narratives Focusing on Coming
Out to Parents and Partners.” Journal of Gender Studies, (24), 95—112. (in Japanese)

Takeuchi, Kyoko. (2021). “Multilayered Difficulties in Narrating Romantic/Sexual Attraction:
Focusing on the Stories of People Who Do Not Identify Themselves as “Men” or “Women”.” La
Revue de la Pensée d’Aujourd’hui, 49(10), 39—49. (in Japanese)

Takeuchi, Kyoko. (2020). “Why Was X-jenda Self-enforced?: Focusing on the Social Contexts that
Regulate the Abilities of a Category.” The Annual Review of Sociology, 33, 133—-144. (in

Japanese)

Books

Takeuchi, Kyoko. (2025). Living as Nonbinary: A Historical Study on the Use of Gender/Sexual
Minority Categories in Japan. Tokyo: Akashi Shoten. (in Japanese)

Weeks, Jeffrey. (2024). The History of Sexuality. Translated by Manabu Akagawa, Kyoko Takeuchi,



Kesuke Hattori, and Atsujiro Fujimoto. Tokyo: Chikuma Shobo. (Takeuchi translated Chapters 3
& 4.) (in Japanese)

>¢For further details on my publications and research activities, please see my profile on researchmap.
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