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The Possibility of Sustainability for
Disaster-affected Communities: From
the Case of Kirikiri in Otsuchi, Iwate
Prefecture

19

Tetsu Mugikura

Abstract:

It has been predicted that local government entities in areas which suffered
from severe damage resulting from the Great East Japan Earthquake would
face a crisis even to survive. Kirikiri District, in the Iwate Prefecture town of
Otsuchi, however, which is the subject of this study, managed to sustain its
local community. The strengths of the local community were demonstrated and
sustained despite the crisis faced. Those strengths generated a magnetism that
attracts not only residents but also non-residents, and a culture to sustain that
magnetism and sustains it is being built. This study identifies the strengths of the
local community in three dimensions. First is “the ability to respond to emergencies
as a community,” second is “the capacity for collaborative management in ordinary
life,” and third is “collaborative coping in the face of emergency situations.” The
fact that the population of this area has declined less compared to other severely
affected areas is not inseparable from such expressions of the collective strength
of the local community. The same can be said about the community’s relatively
high self-evaluation regarding the degree of recovery.

Keywords:
rebuilding homes, tsunami, reconstruction and community development,
population maintenance, local community
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