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A Study of Local Government
Short-Term Support Mechanisms
in Large-Scale Disasters

Ryosuke Aota

Abstract:

After the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake, although assistance was provided
by numerous organizations, including local governments nationwide, challenges
remained in terms of rapid response and attentive support. This study addresses
the various assistance systems of local governments, such as established “face-
to-face” relationships, post-disaster networking, and support with prior disaster
experience.

The study offers a case study of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications “Emergency Response Staff Dispatch System” and the Union
of Kansai Governments “Counterpart Method.” It also includes a survey of the
viewpoint of the recipient municipalities, the results of which suggest that the
challenges encountered were not always unique to the Noto Peninsula Earthquake;
support from local governments with previous disaster experience proved effective.

Given that recipient municipalities receive aid not only from other local
governments but also from the national government, medical institutions, and the
private sector, this study also discusses a system to coordinate these entities and
organically link local and wide-area governments.

Keywords:
Noto Peninsula Earthquake, local government support, municipalities, local
networking, local govenment with experience



