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Settlement Formation of the Former
Minatomura-Tsuiyama Before and After
the 1925 North Tajima Earthquake:
Modern Transformations of a
Kitamaebune Port of Call

19

Masakazu Ishigure
Louie Hamilton
Takayo Matsui
Asami Shima

Abstract:

This study examines the reconstruction of Tsuiyama, the port settlement
of the former Minatomura village in northern Hyogo Prefecture, following the
1925 North Tajima Earthquake. By situating the reconstruction process within
the longer trajectory of settlement formation, the paper elucidates how a
kitamaebune coastal trading ship port of call—whose coastal landscape had been
defined by hamagura storehouses until the mid-Meiji period—was fundamentally
transformed in the early twentieth century.

One week after the disaster, the village assembly adopted a comprehensive
reconstruction program that included the reclamation of approximately 5,000
tsubo of coastal water surface, installation of water supply and drainage systems,
construction of a communal slipway, and rebuilding of residential areas. The
village temporarily prohibited permanent construction, acquired all burned
residential lots at negotiated prices, and later resold the serviced lots at the same
prices following land readjustment. The project, financed through national loans,
was completed in roughly three years.

Housing reconstruction proceeded through a four-tiered scheme: (1) free
provision of two-unit prefectural barracks to the most impoverished households,
(2) interest-free ten-year loans from the village housing fund, (3) low-interest
prefectural loans accessed through cooperative associations, and (4) self-funded
rebuilding. As a result, residential plots doubled in size and a new grid-based
settlement with standardized wooden two-story houses replaced the earlier
topographically irregular, densely built fabric of the town and its coastal hamagura.

As a small-scale reconstruction project undertaken outside a statutory
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urban-planning area and preceding later post-tsunami reconstructions in Sanriku,
the case of Tsuiyama is a significant example in the study of disaster recovery and
spatial reorganization in modern Japan.

Keywords:
North Tajima Earthquake, post-disaster reconstruction, land readjustment,
port settlement, kitamaebune



