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The Current State and Challenges
of Senior Citizen Centers
(Gyeongnodang) in South Korea
Facing a Super-Aged Society: Efforts
During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Hyeyoung Kim
Mie Ohwa

Abstract:

In South Korea, which is set to become a super-aged society by 2026,
issues such as isolation and solitary death among older adults pose significant
societal challenges. These challenges were exacerbated during the COVID-19
pandemic, as restrictions on social activities deepened the isolation of individuals.
This study examines the current state and challenges of senior citizen centers
(gyeongnodang), which serve as vital hubs for older adults’ social participation. It
also investigates measures implemented during the pandemic to prevent isolation
among older adults. Based on multiple field surveys conducted in various regions
of South Korea, including Busan Metropolitan City, Jeju Special Self-Governing
Province, and Gangwon Special Self-Governing Province, the findings highlight
the current state of senior citizen centers from a disaster welfare perspective
and report on the diverse initiatives undertaken by these centers to prevent the
isolation of older adults.

Keywords:
disaster welfare, COVID-19, social isolation, older adults in South Korea,
senior citizen centers (gyeongnodang)








