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Examining War Disaster Fatalities:
Insights Obtained from Interview
Surveys of Residents of Tokashiki
Village, Okinawa Prefecture

45

Mugikura Tetsu

Abstract:

This study considers war dead as victims of war-induced disasters. Compared
to fatali-ties resulting from other natural disasters, these deaths are the most
human-driven dis-aster fatalities. In Tokashiki Village, Okinawa Prefecture,
approximately 600 people died in the Fifteen-Year War, which encompassed the
Pacific War, including 332 people who committed mass suicide (forced collective
death). This paper focuses on the testimonies of three in-dividuals, who were
interviewed relatively early in the author’s process of interviewing approximately
100 people to date, to examine how the residents were sacrificed and how mass
suicide (forced collective death) in particular was carried out. The testimonies of
these three individuals clearly demonstrate the disparities in life preservation
during the war and that the war did not impose equal suffering on all people.

Keywords:
war disaster, disaster fatality, examination of death, mass suicide (forced
collective death), disparity in life preservation





