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Study of the Establishment of Special
Standards Under the Disaster Relief Act
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Abstract

The Disaster Relief Act is a law designed to assist victims evacuating in
the immediate aftermath of a disaster. While the General Standards serve as
operational guidelines for the Disaster Relief Act, the Special Standards exist to
ensure flexible operation of the law. This paper first explains the relationship
between the Disaster Relief Act and the Special Standards. It hypothesizes that
the Special Standards are difficult to utilize because the mechanism by which the
standards are established has not been fully clarified. Interviews were conducted
with government officials in Kumamoto Prefecture regarding the implementation
of the Special Standards. Furthermore, the paper makes recommendations for
the flexible operation of the Disaster Relief Act. Finally, the paper introduces the
disaster relief system in South Korea.

Keywords:
Disaster Relief Act, disaster victim support, evacuation, Special Standards,
disaster relief system in Japan and South Korea








