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Study of the Establishment of Special
Standards Under the Disaster Relief Act

Eiichi Yamasaki
Tadashi Okamoto
Hiroshi Okada
Jongil Na

Abstract

The Disaster Relief Act is a law designed to assist victims evacuating in
the immediate aftermath of a disaster. While the General Standards serve as
operational guidelines for the Disaster Relief Act, the Special Standards exist to
ensure flexible operation of the law. This paper first explains the relationship
between the Disaster Relief Act and the Special Standards. It hypothesizes that
the Special Standards are difficult to utilize because the mechanism by which the
standards are established has not been fully clarified. Interviews were conducted
with government officials in Kumamoto Prefecture regarding the implementation
of the Special Standards. Furthermore, the paper makes recommendations for
the flexible operation of the Disaster Relief Act. Finally, the paper introduces the
disaster relief system in South Korea.

Keywords:
Disaster Relief Act, disaster victim support, evacuation, Special Standards,
disaster relief system in Japan and South Korea
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Examining War Disaster Fatalities:
Insights Obtained from Interview
Surveys of Residents of Tokashiki
Village, Okinawa Prefecture

45

Mugikura Tetsu

Abstract:

This study considers war dead as victims of war-induced disasters. Compared
to fatali-ties resulting from other natural disasters, these deaths are the most
human-driven dis-aster fatalities. In Tokashiki Village, Okinawa Prefecture,
approximately 600 people died in the Fifteen-Year War, which encompassed the
Pacific War, including 332 people who committed mass suicide (forced collective
death). This paper focuses on the testimonies of three in-dividuals, who were
interviewed relatively early in the author’s process of interviewing approximately
100 people to date, to examine how the residents were sacrificed and how mass
suicide (forced collective death) in particular was carried out. The testimonies of
these three individuals clearly demonstrate the disparities in life preservation
during the war and that the war did not impose equal suffering on all people.

Keywords:
war disaster, disaster fatality, examination of death, mass suicide (forced
collective death), disparity in life preservation
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The Current State and Challenges
of Senior Citizen Centers
(Gyeongnodang) in South Korea
Facing a Super-Aged Society: Efforts
During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Hyeyoung Kim
Mie Ohwa

Abstract:

In South Korea, which is set to become a super-aged society by 2026,
issues such as isolation and solitary death among older adults pose significant
societal challenges. These challenges were exacerbated during the COVID-19
pandemic, as restrictions on social activities deepened the isolation of individuals.
This study examines the current state and challenges of senior citizen centers
(gyeongnodang), which serve as vital hubs for older adults’ social participation. It
also investigates measures implemented during the pandemic to prevent isolation
among older adults. Based on multiple field surveys conducted in various regions
of South Korea, including Busan Metropolitan City, Jeju Special Self-Governing
Province, and Gangwon Special Self-Governing Province, the findings highlight
the current state of senior citizen centers from a disaster welfare perspective
and report on the diverse initiatives undertaken by these centers to prevent the
isolation of older adults.

Keywords:
disaster welfare, COVID-19, social isolation, older adults in South Korea,
senior citizen centers (gyeongnodang)
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Consideration of High Ground Relocation
Measures in the Event of a Nankai Trough
Megathrust Earthquake: The Case of
Kushimoto Town, Higashimuro District,
Wakayama Prefecture

Ryotaro Yatsu
Jongil Na

Abstract:

This study analyzes the current state and challenges of high ground relocation
measures and evacuation route development in preparation for a Nankai Trough
megathrust earthquake, using the town of Kushimoto, Higashimuro District,
Wakayama Prefecture as a case study. Kushimoto is one of the areas in Japan
with the shortest estimated tsunami arrival time in the event of a Nankai Trough
megathrust earthquake, and various disaster prevention measures have been
implemented there, such as high ground relocation and installation of tsunami
towers. This study utilizes the results of a questionnaire survey targeting all
households in Kushimoto, visualizing the findings through mapping work and
investigating district-specific trends through cross tabulation. Furthermore, text
mining analysis is used to clarify residents’ awareness of high ground relocation
and their needs regarding evacuation routes. Through these analyses, the study
considers effective disaster prevention measures against the Nankai Trough
megathrust earthquake.

Keywords:
Nankai Trough megathrust earthquake, high ground relocation, questionnaire

survey, text mining
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Relationship Between Nuclear Power
Plant Installation (Modification) Permits
and Civil Lawsuits: Examining Two
Injunction Lawsuits against the Ohma
Nuclear Power Plant

Hidehiko Kanbe

Abstract

In April 2014, the city of Hakodate in Hokkaido became the first local
government to file a lawsuit as a plaintiff seeking an injunction against the
construction of the Ohma Nuclear Power Plant in Aomori Prefecture, which
had been approved for installation and was under construction at the time. The
lawsuit was filed with the Tokyo District Court, naming the national government
and the Electric Power Development Co., Ltd. (Dengen Kaihatsu) as defendants.

Thecity of Hakodate sought the following:1) a declaration ofinvalidity regarding
the installation permit issued by the defendant, the national government; ii) an
obligation for the defendant, Electric Power Development Co., Ltd., to halt the
construction and operation of the plant (equivalent to an injunction against future
installation (modification) approvals, including those permitting a plant restart);
and 1i1) an injunction against the construction and operation of the Ohma Nuclear
Power Plant by Electric Power Development Co., Ltd. (civil lawsuit).

This paper primarily examines the validity of claim (ii1) (civil lawsuit) while
also considering claim (i1) (administrative lawsuit). The analysis begins by
reviewing the Hakodate District Court ruling in March 2018 regarding a parallel
lawsuit filed by Hakodate residents seeking an injunction against the Ohma
Nuclear Power Plant (Section 1). It then evaluates the validity of claim (iii) in
light of the Sapporo District Court ruling in May 2022 on the Tomari Nuclear
Power Plant injunction lawsuit.

Next, the discussion revisits the Hakodate District Court ruling (Section 2),
examining the relationship between administrative permits and administrative
lawsuits, as well as the relationship between administrative permits and civil
injunction lawsuits, to assess the wviability of claim (i11). Finally, the paper
integrates these findings in a concluding discussion.

Keywords:
Ohma Nuclear Power Plant, Hakodate, injunction lawsuit, nuclear power
plant installation (modification) permits, Hakodate District Court ruling
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