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Associate Professor, School of Policy Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University (as of July 1, 2013)

Title BAERICEITAEERDEE
The Systematization of the Negative Suffix in the Kansai Dialect of Japanese

Abstract |This research is motivated by the claim that the Japanese spoken by teenagers and young adults has become chaotic (Jinnouchi
2007). In order to test this claim, the two—-way distinction between realis and irrealis (Niwa 2005) in the negative suffix system of the
Kansai dialect of Japanese was investigated. I hypothesized that if the spoken Japanese of the younger generations is indeed
becoming more chaotic and personalized at the expense of established grammatical rules, then this two—way distinction in the
negative system should also be weakening. The results of the investigation confirm that the realis—irrealis system has disappeared.
However, it is gone from the negative system of ages of speakers, not just the younger speakers. Furthermore, an orderly and
systematic phonological system has replaced it in the Japanese of the youngest generations. This result is contrary to the claim that
the Japanese of the youngest speakers is chaotic.
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Title AHEEFZOBEEE
Reconstruction of the Concept of Public Sphere

Abstract |This paper intends to elucidate the emergence and transformation of the idea of public sphere in the West, and thus to shed light on
the characters and the role of the public sphere in the European Middle Ages, and also to present a new concept of the public
sphere for the current discussion of this topic. It is divided into the following sections: 1 The public and private spheres: their
emergence in Ancient Greece; 2 The public and private sphere in modern democracy; 3 Public sphere in the European Middle Ages
(1) - the Representative Publicness; 4 Public sphere in the European Middle Ages (2) — the Religious Publicness and the
reconstruction of the concept of public sphere. In conclusion it should be pointed out that the school motto of Kwansei Gakuin
“Mastery for Service” is an excellent expression of the idea of the public sphere, as above described, which is more and more
forgotten and at the same time hoped for in modern times.
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The Effect of Communication Behaviors on the Evaluation of Group Discussions by Japanese Language Learners

Abstract [The purpose of this study is to explore viewpoints that native and non-native speakers of Japanese (hereafter, NSs and NNSs,
respectively) at the undergraduate level use to evaluate group discussions, and the interactional features in the discussions that may
affect to form their impressions, resulted in the difference in their evaluations. The analysis shows that there are some differences in
viewpoints between NSs and NNSs, though their evaluation of the discussions was almost the same. The micro—analysis suggests
that the differences may cause misunderstandings between them. This implicates that it is important for participants of discussions
in the contact situations to be aware of different viewpoints that they have towards communication behaviors according to their
cultural backgrounds.
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Title Mg AEICH ITHERBOHFKRE: BIELERBICEROSNIEMIED AR
Regional Language Variation: Simplification, Accommodation, Assimilation, and Beyond

Abstract |It has been said that non—standard dialects are increasingly losing their traditional forms and, under the pervasive influence of

standard Japanese, they are evolving into modified versions (Sanada, 1990; Tokugawa & Sanada, 1991). This study, which is based on
research conducted through a survey, focuses on Senshu—ben, a non—standard regional dialect in southern Osaka, Japan, in an
attempt to discover if we can observe changes in younger generations’ dialectal language use. Specifically, data on dialectical use of
more than 300 high school students in the region were gathered; the participants were asked to fill out a questionnaire about their
dialectal language use. The purpose of the research is two—fold: (1) reporting the most recent or current use of the Senshu dialect
by young local generations in southern Osaka, and (2) analyzing the co—existing variants observed in the gathered data, especially the
variation called the “neo—dialect,”which is strongly influenced by standard Japanese. The research particularly examined the non—
standard variations of verb negation. It revealed that four major variants in verb negation ? two types of verbal vowel assimilation
(progressive assimilation and regressive or anticipatory assimilation), the neo—dialect (more precisely, the composite form), and
traditional contractions ? co—exist in the current language of high school students in the Senshu region (which is further divided into
three sub-regions, Northern, Central, and Southern). As had been speculated, we found a tendency toward the proliferation of the
neo—dialect throughout the region. Due to the current distribution of the neo—dialect and its simplified rules, we can speculate that
such use will increase over time even beyond generational boundaries. Furthermore, we may be allowed to claim that neo—dialectal
patterns observed in the current research indicate the direction of how the non—standard dialect will change over time.
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Title BREEREREALLIZO—F - Ry F LT DERRNER
Code—switching accounted for by Relevance Theory
Abstract |Code-switching is one of the linguistic activities commonly observed among bilinguals. Although researchers do not seem to have
reached a consensus as to terms and their definitions, they have been trying to determine the factors that may trigger switches and
searching for rules that regulate them. Code—switching is frequently considered an indication of inadequate acquisition of one or both
languages. In this paper I would first like to make a quick sketch of code—switching and then, from the viewpoint of Relevance
Theory, propose an alternative explanation for why some bilinguals adopt code—switching in their communication with other bilinguals.
The author hopes that this proposal, using the insights of Relevance Theory as another possible explanation for code—switching, will
be of some help in deflating this resumption of deficiency.
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Title BAEBHARIZE TE25 F5L45 1+5 ) TFTNR JapaneseCorpusTagger
Tagging and its software ‘TNR_JapaneseCorpusTagger’ in Japanese Studies
Abstract |One of the central issues on Japanese studies is how efficiently we can analyze the data. In this study, we have developed the

tagging software ‘TNR_JapaneseCorpusTagger’ . This software makes the tagging analysis accurate and speedy. In addition, this
software has proved that it is a very powerful device to find out the generalizations of word formations or constructions based on
the statistic results.
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