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Title

Revisiting an imperfection in Mayan orthography

Abstract

Despite the many technical advances to date in speech coding, the most important discrete representation of speech is still old
fashioned writing, and this is especially true of the languages of economically marginal minority speech communities. In 1995,
Q'eqchi’ began to emerge as a model language for Mayan orthography standardization. This was possible in part because of the
relative dialectal homogeneity of Q'eqchi’ dialects. Still, even for Q’eqchi’, the orthography policy instituted in the 1990s was not
perfect, the representation of ejective stops and affricates pitting champions of aesthetics, elitism, and linguistic adequacy against
each other. This paper reviews the situation, originally described for a Spanish—speaking audience (DeChicchis 1996), in English
for the benefit of Japanese and other international students of orthographic reform. In addition, current policy recommendations,
as well as examples of a short text written according to different orthographic rules, are provided.
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Questionnaire Research on Supports of Disabled Students’ Entrance to the Universities/Colleges of Osaka, Hyogo, Nara,
Wakayama and Mie prefectures

Abstract

Based on the request from JASSO (Japan Students Services Organization; Nihon Gakusei Shien Kiko), we carried out a
questionnaire research on supports of disabled students at the universities/colleges of Osaka, Hyogo, Nara, Wakayama, Mie, and
Kyoto prefectures. We sent questionnaires to 180 universities/colleges, and we received replies from 117 universities/colleges.
In this report, we summarize the present conditions of support for disabled students in the universities/colleges, in particular the
coordination between high/supporting schools and universities/colleges and the present conditions of support to disabled students
in such niversities/colleges.
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