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Issues Faced by Immigrants in Local Communities in Japan:
Implications from Community-based Participatory Research on
Maternal and Child Health of Immigrants

Joe Takeda®, Rieko Aoki”, Hibiki Fuse”, Noriko Muramatsu*
“School of Human Welfare Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University
*Center for Health and Rights of Migrants
*Graduate School of Human Welfare Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University

“Hyogo International Association

A new “Specified Skills” visa system for work, which took effect in April 2019, allows 260,000 to 340,000
workers to enter and live in Japan by 2023, where more than 2,700,000 immigrants already reside. Despite the
fact that the Japanese government decided to open its doors to foreign workers, it is yet to establish a “vision” of
a long-term immigration policy, and many key details remain unclear, which will likely cause conflicts in local
communities across Japan. The maternal and child health care of immigrants is one of the most important areas
in need of development. This study clarifies the issues as regards the maternal and child health care of
immigrants by conducting a community-based participatory research (CBPR). The problems at stake suggest
that local residents as well as maternal and child health care agencies within each community have to shift their
perspective from social integration to multicultural synergy in which, regardless of ethnic backgrounds and
residential status, all residents have to be treated equally and must cooperate with each other to build a
harmonious community.

Key words: maternal and child health, immigrants, social inclusion, multicultural synergy, CBPR
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