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The Issues of Social Work Practicum
in the Pandemic of COVID-19 in Japan :
Referring to the Challenges of School
of Social Work in North America

Satoshi Tkeno*

ABSTRACT

In terms of the pandemic of COVID-19 in 2020, the system of practicum for the national
license of social workers was obliged to change its basic framework and procedure. Although
the limitation of field placement brought about a major shift to create original practicum pro-
grams in social work departments and schools, faculty members and liaison teachers were
thrown into confusion without any suggestion or outline about how to organize an alternative
field education program.

The purpose of this paper is to review a variety of challenges in social work practicum and
field education that are implemented in the United States and Canada. Focusing on the basic
guideline originated by the Council of Social Work Education (CSWE) and Canadian Asso-
ciation for Social Work Education (CASWE), this paper tried to delineate the whole picture
of new field education systems that can correspond to the risk of pandemic as well as the re-
quirements of accreditation. The basic framework of the Simulation Practice Model that has
been formulated by Marion Bogo and her colleagues was also described, since the evidence-
based clinical training method could be a supplemental practicum to enhance the skills of di-
rect social work practice. Competency-based practicum model is also recommended for future

Japanese field education for social work.

Key words : COVID-19, social work practicum, North America, Simulation Practice Model
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