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A Study on the Comprehensive Support System
in the Japanese Social Support for
promoting independence for destitute people

Yuka Miyake*

ABSTRACT

Under the revised Law of Self-Support for Destitute People, the comprehensive support
system has been strengthened. Under the effects of this system, the following two points need
to be evaluated. Firstly, it is necessary to evaluate whether public-private collaboration in sup-
port for destitute people is feasible. And secondly, it is necessary to confirm whether the re-
alization of public support is promoted based on the autonomy of local government.

In this study I conducted an analysis of the current situation regarding the utilization of the
welfare lending system, which is near the social support system ; a questionnaire survey for
local governments; and a qualitative interview survey for local officials. As for the first
point, the equal relationship between the local government and the Social Welfare Council, as
the largest contractor of the social support system, has not been established. However, the po-
sition of the councils varies depending on the foundation and the way of thinking.

As for the second point, local governments are required to provide voluntary support in spite
of lack of financial support from the central government. There are some local governments
which achieve public support for needy people by promoting collaboration between depart-
ments within the local government. On the other hand, there are some local governments that
cannot utilize the new support system. If the system spans the whole country, it should be fi-
nancially supported by the central government.

In addition, because it was confirmed that it was difficult to maintain cooperation between
the departments within the local government, communication channels are important and must
be kept open.

Key words : Japanese Social Support for promoting independence for destitute people, Com-
prehensive support system, Public-private collaboration
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