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The Patriotic Women’s Association and Social Work :
Focusing on the Yamaguchi branch
in the latter half of the Taisho Era

Konomi Imai*

ABSTRACT

English abstract This paper is part of a study that examines the activities of the Patriotic
Women’s Association in the late Taisho Era in relation to social work during this period and
re-evaluates its position. The goal of the research is to examine the actual situation of women
in the war period and local social projects as “goals of pre-war social work” from the view-
point of “the origin of the welfare state.” In the research area that mainly examines the war
period, the late Taisho Era has been identified as the period for breeding the grounds to
moblilize women during the war period, that is, the ground for incorporating women into the
wartime system as a “defense at the home front.” Furthermore, it has been questioned
whether social work played a role in its formation. In order to clarify the hypothesis, this
study examined the Patriotic Women’s Association, particularly the branch office in Yama-
guchi Prefecture, which expanded the scope of activities from military support organizations
to social projects by amending the Articles of Incorporation during that same period. We pro-
ceeded with the verification based on the materials, especially the documents published at the
time by the Yamaguchi branch.

The result shows that among the middle and upper class women, the grounds for incorpo-

rating women into the home front were formed and social work played its mediator role.

Key words : Patriotic Women’s Association, Yamaguchi Prefecture, Social work
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