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¥, 2016 £ TlZ. EU MMBENCBIF 2EEED
MREOFERBIZOVWTHELITTo72, o710y
7 bDHIBE L TH FAY - 7Ly KRED
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From Disability to “Functional Rights” :
the “New Disability Movement” in Sweden

Shioto Fukuchi*

ABSTRACT

Disability movements are generally understood as social movements that focus on improv-
ing the material welfare of persons with disabilities. In recent years, several European disabil-
ity organizations, such as Functional Rights Sweden (FRS), have established new social
movements that emphasize the active citizenship and rights of disabled persons. Thus, this
study examines the features of this New Disability Movement (NDM). For this purpose, it
first analyzes the history of Swedish disability movements, including the theory of Disability
Rights Activism developed by the DISCIT Project. Then, it focuses on the organizational
structure, financial situation, and related activities of FRS, which is the largest disability or-
ganization in Sweden and a member of the Swedish Disability Committee. Based on the find-
ings, FRS includes three features. First, although FRS receives large-scale financial support
from the government, it also fulfills its responsibility as an interest group by representing
Swedish persons with disabilities and improving the welfare of such individuals. Second, FRS
closely watches government trends in welfare policies regarding disabled persons compared to
other interest groups, such as DHR. Finally, FRS includes the coined term ‘“functional rights”
in its name, struggles to, politically and culturally, dispel discriminatory perspectives regard-
ing disabled persons in civil society. This final point is one of the most important features of
this NDM in Sweden. However, the implication of the findings is that FRS must continue fo-
cusing on the material welfare of persons with disabilities. So, that is why they can be pro-
moting the changes of political and cultural circumstances around the persons with disabilities
in civil society, powerfully.

Key words : “New Disability Movement”, Sweden, Functional rights
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