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Definition and Visualization of the Impairment Culture :
Through Comparative Review of Similar Concepts such as
the Disability Culture and the Culture of People with Disability

Katsuhisa Matsuoka*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to attempt to define the impairment cultures. In April 2016,
the Law on the Elimination of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities came into
force in Japan. Therefore, under this law, the provision of reasonable accommodation for stu-
dents with various disabilities in universities is currently required. In addition to this, it is
necessary to focus on the impairment culture of students with disability and to support them
with that concept. It is known that the disability culture and the culture of people with dis-
ability are similar to the impairment culture. Therefore, by a comparative review of these con-
cepts, the impairment culture is attempted to be defined.

In this paper, the impairment culture is defined as daily lives and rules based on their
“body” with disability. However, its existence has not been noticed and known. Lastly, how
to visualize the impairment culture is discussed.
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